














CAN nsus REAllY COME NOW?
C. S. Lovett has written an article in which he asks the

question - CAN JESUS REALLY.COME NOW?
Lovett, inspiring director of PERSONAL CHRISTIANITY,

writes: "The Apostle Peter wouldn't be popular today. He
said, (Jesus can't come back now:" Then he quotes the Para­
phrased New Testament where Peter is reminding his listen­
ers that if they will heed his message and repent, "then God
will send Jesus back to you, for He is your appointed Messiah.
However, He must remain in heaven until the final restoration
of all things, even as God announced through His prophets long
ago." (Acts 3:20-21) PNT

"That's not the popular view," says Lovett. "A host of
Christians feel Jesus can come at any time. "

Lovett writes: "You wonder if I believe in the rapture of
the church? Indeed. We'd have to delete Thessalonians from
the New Testament otherwise."

Lovett then explains the three popular views by pointing
out: "The Pre-Tribs are those who believe the church will
be raptured BEFORE the tribulation. The Mid-Tribs believe
the church will go through PART of the tribulation. And the
Post-Tribs believe we will not be raptured until AFTER the
tribulation. In the latter case," he notes, IIlwe would be rap­
tured to join the descending host in the air which the Lord
will bring with Him upon His return." (I Thes. 4: 15-17)

Today we continue our series - WHEN WILL CHRIST
COME?

Without actually setting dates, there are many Scriptures
which might indicate that our Lord's Coming is at hand.

Let's review some of them today••••
First, we would quote Psalms 102.16 which says: "When

the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory."
Is this not a firm declaration as to when our Lord will come?

One writer for the American Messianic Fellowship has
noted: "'Israel's statehood is NOT a sign of the Church's
Rapture. It IS preparation for God's renewed dealings with
Israel nationally, in anticipation of the glorious Messianic
kingdom. How much nearer, then, must be the rapture?"
asks this writer who goes on to declare: "Devout students of
prophecy may well join with pious Jews in exclaiming,
"These are the days of Messiah!"

37



In Matthew, chapter 23, we have the account of our Lord
weeping over the city of Jerusalem. He laments their refusal
to heed His love, saying: "How often would I have gathered
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens
under her wings, and ye would not!" Then our Lord went on
to say: "Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say,
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord." (Matt.
23:37-39)

Soon after Israel became a nation, we heard of those arriv­
ing at the airport in Tel Aviv and who were officially greeted
with these words - "Blessed is he that cometh in the name of
the LordI" According to our Lord's declaration, it is when
this greeting is extended that He will come.

Again in Luke, chapter 21, our Lord would indicate that
we can know of the day of His coming because of signs that
are given. In verse 20 He says: "And when ye see Jerusalem
compassed with armies, then KNOW that the desolation there­
of is nigh." Again in verse 30, referring to the blossoming
of the fig tree which we believe is symbolic of the rebirth of
the nation of Israel, we read: "Behold the fig tree, and all the
trees; when they now shoot forth, ye see and KNOW of your
own selves that summer is now nigh at hand. So likewise ye,
when ye see these things come to pass, KNOW ye that the
kingdom of God is nigh at hand."

Did you hear it?
There are certain evidences and indications whereby we

can KNOW that God will soon send Christ back to this earth
to rapture the saints, and then to reign upon the earth.

The re-establishment of Israel in her land, and the rise of
nations in Europe seen uniting economically and politically
are among the great signs to indicate our Lord's Return is
very near.

I. R. Deane, noted Bible expositor, wrote back in 1918:
"I have always been an advocate of the doctrine that Christ
might come for the church at any moment. However, upon
closer study of the Word, I am led to believe: first, that the
Jews must be established in their nation; and second, that
there must be a recognized head of the restored Roman
Empire who shall confirm a covenant with the Jewish nation,
thus ushering in the first 3-1/2 years of the tribulation."

Today Israel is a nation, and nations of Europe are seen
uniting to form the last political confederacy forecast by the
Prophet Daniel so that we believe the time is ripe for the
appearance of Antichrist, as well as the return of the Lord
Jesus Christ for His own•. What tremendous days in which to
live as we witness prophecy being fulfilled before our very
eyes.
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When will Christ come?
Peter, in his second sermon following Pentecost, told his

hearers that Christ was in heaven ~until the times of restitu­
tion of all things •••" (Acts 3:21)

This word "restttution" used here is really a reference to
the restoration of Israel to her land, and of the restoration of
the theocracy under David's Son. (Gr. APOKATASTASEOS
used in Acts 1:6 also)

Remember how the disciples said to our Lord following
His resurrection and ascension to the Father, after which
He returned to the earth - "Wilt thou at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?" The word 'restore' used here is the
same Greek word which is translated 'restitution.'

Thus, Peter declares that our Lord is in heaven where
He will stay "until the time of restitution of all things," or
until such a time when this earth is prepared for Him to
come.

The world is in pretty bad shape. Regardless of the
place you name - Paris, London, Washington, Cairo, Jerusa­
lem••••you can be sure there are serious problems confronting.
the various governments of the world. As Lt. Col. Delcourt,
of the French Salvation Army testified: "The Lord's return
is imperative and imminent because of the terrible state of
the world today." Only Christ's coming can restore decency
and respectability to government, and bring law and order to
mankind. He is now in heaven but will be sent by God when
the time is considered by the Father to be ripe for the
restitution (or restoration) of all things.

David, too, speaks of the day when our Lord shall return
to sit upon the throne reserved for Him. In Psalms 110 we
read, "The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right
hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool." (v, 1)

Now some interpret this to mean our Lord can't return
until He destroys the wicked, or until after the tribulation.
But in reality what is meant is that our Lord will not begin
His reign until His enemies are destroyed. At Armageddon
we see the defeat of the enemies of God and the establishment
of the millennial reign of Christ.

Other reasons for believing the time of Christ's reign is
near is the interpretation the early Church Fathers gave to
the Apostles' teachings concerning the Coming Again of
Jesus Christ.

For instance, Peter cautioned his readers, saying: "Be­
loved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with
the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one
day." (2 Pet. 3:8)

We may be ignorant about a lot of things but here we are
told not to be ignorant concerning the time of Christ's Coming.

39



Barnabas, a fellow-labourer with Paul, writes in his
epistle which is not found in your Bible, that the reference to
a "day as a thousand years" is a reference to the days of
creation. As God made the world in six days, and He rested
on the seventh day, so this world will continue on for 6,000
years followed by the millennium of a thousand years.
Thus, writes Barnabas, "In six thousand years God will bring
all things to an end, for a day is with Him as a thousand
years." Again notes Barnabas, "In six days, that is in six
thousand years, all things will be finished."

Don't you think God wants us to know something of His
plan and purpose for this age; else, why would He caution ­
"Be not ignorant of this one thing," referring to the idea of a
thousand years represented as one day?

Irenaeus, another one of the early church fathers, stated:
"For in as many days as this world was made, in so many
thousand years will it be concluded."

My friends, it must be later than we think!
Dr. Oswald J. Smith comments: "The age from Adam to

the flood was about 2,000 years; from the flood to Christ was
about 2,000 years. And from Christ to the end of this third
age will probably be 2,000 years. After that will come the
Sabbath age of 1,000 years, the Millennium, making some
7,000 years altogether. This may, therefore, be the end of
the present age!" says Smith.

Relating this information to a High School Club, one of
the young people gasped in consternation, saying: "I didn't
realize it was that close!"

Indeed, my friends, we are fast coming to the close of
6 ,000 years of history. And from the writings of these
church fathers, we see where they believed the rule of man
would end after six thousand years, andthe seventh thousand­
year period would constitute the reign of Christ.

Some may question the reliability of these witnesses, but
John Wesley pays these church fathers the highest tribute
saying they were holy men.

Irenaeus goes on to explain: (quote) "Therefore, when in
the end the Church shall suddenly be caught up from this, it
is said, 'There shall be tribulation such as has not been
since the beginning, neither shall be. ,,,

Some would declare that the idea of the rapture occurring
before the tribulation is a new idea, but Irenaeus places the
catching up of the Church as occurring before the Great
Tribulation.

At least, from these quotations we would at least ascertain
that the Lord's Coming is near, even nigh at hand.
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In June of 1973, Rex Humbard published an article in
which he similarly wrote: "One of the truths that the Bible
plainly teaches is the re-establishing of Israel after 2,000
years of being scattered throughout the world. There were
2,000 years up to the flood," says Humbard, 2,000 years till
the coming of Christ and the fulfillment of that prophecy, and
now almost 2,000 years have taken place stnce then, Accord­
ing to the Jewish Calendar," he notes, "we are in the year
1994!" (Or, in. this year of 1974 according to our calendar
we might say this is 19951)

Humbard points out that there are 360 days in the JEWISH
Calendar, and we would add that there is some confusion as
to the accuracy of our own calendar, so that we cannot set
dates. Even if we sought by computers to figure out the
exact date of our Lord's Return, it would be impossible to
do so, for our Lord asserted categorically that no man
knoweth the day nor the hour.

This does not mean that we cannot know the approximate
time of our .Lord's Coming. Though the Apostle Paul
describes the Day of the Lord as a thief in the night, he
quickly asserts: "'But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that
that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are the children
of light, and the children of the day: Therefore, let us watch
and be sober!" says Paul.

Fred. J. Meldau, the beloved founder of CHRISTIAN
VICTORY magazine, once wrote: "Too many today believe
that the Lord is coming, but they are not 'watching,' that is
'watching for Him,' - seeking His will in their daily lives,
and looking to Him for daily strength."

Are you watching for Christ's Coming? Are you ready
.should He come today? Have you repented of your sin to
trust the Saviour, and are you living for Him right now a
life of faith and purity, looking in expectancy for His return?

For remember He hath said, "Be ye therefore ready also,
for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh."
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-TIME IS RUNNING OUT!

WHEN WILL CHRIST COME?

Evangelist Billy Graham, in one of his crusades, declared
that it was his belief that the second coming of Christ may be
near. "The Bible says there's going to be an X-point in
history that will be known as the last days," said Graham.
He went on to relate that he had the habit of wondering when
he went to bed at night if the Lord would come during the
night, and "When I wake up in the morning, I wonder if He's
coming that day."

The verdict of those who are willing to speak out concern­
ing the days in which we live is that TIME IS RUNNING OUTI
These are the last days and Christ is soon to come!

Even men of scientific renown know that these are cli­
mactic days in which we live. Our scientists have pictured
an atomic clock showing it is minutes to midnight.

H.G.Wells said before he died, "This is the last generation.
There will not be another." William Boughton testified: "This
is the end of history as we know it."

Were these great men correct in their assumption? Is it
possible that this is the last generation?

Our Lord in the 24th chapter of Matthew, you'll remember,
was asked this question by His disciples••••"What shall be
the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?" In the
conclusion of the chapter, our Lord is heard saying, "Now
learn a parable of the fig tree: When his branch is yet tender,
and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh; so
likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it
is near, even at the doors. Verily I say unto you, This genera­
tion shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled."

Did you hear it?
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Our Lord has enumerated certain events which would
transpire throughout this age. There would be wars and
rumors of wars••.•famines, and pestilences and earthquakes.
False prophets would arise and deceive many, and the gospel
of the kingdom preached into all the earth for a witness.
Tribulation such as the world has never seen, with the sun
darkened and the moon withdrawing its light, and the stars
falling from heaven shall mark the end of this age. But cli­
maxing it all will be the Son of man coming from heaven with
power and great glory. When will this happen that Christ
will come? It is here that our Lord injects a parable of the
fig tree which many believe refers to the nation of Israel.
It is when the fig tree puts forth its leaves that you know that
summer is nigh, said Jesus. Likewise, said He, it is when
these aforementioned events come to pass that ye know His
coming is nigh, even at the doors. Our Lord then reminds
us, ltThis generation shall not pass, till all these things be
fulfilled. "

Could it be that the people who see the nation of Israel
born, symbolized by the budding of the fig tree, will also see
His return? At least, this is the supposition given by those
who interpret the symbolism of this parable to indicate that
Israel's rebirth is a sign of Christ's return for His own.

If this is true, then we are living in the day of His comingl
Israel has already celebrated a quarter-century of her
existence which means the day of Christ's coming must be
near and is hastening.

What manner of persons ought we to be, looking for and
waiting for that day. By knowing Christ as Saviour and Lord,
and living for Him daily, we await expectantly His coming.

A listener. wrote in response to our plea that Christians
begin praying for our Lord to come. Speaking on the subject,
WHEN WILL CHRIST COME? - we had said, Christ will
come when we pray for Him to come.

She writes: "Your broadcast yesterday was received in
my heart and life like no other I have ever known, and I
listen to 40-50 hours of Christian radio a week--for 25 years."
Then she makes this request. "Why do you not lead the
thousands of Christians in prayer for revival!" She believes
if listeners to these seven hundred stations that carry this
program were to unite solidly in prayer, we would witness
revival that would create the atmosphere needed which will
surely bring about the return of the Lord.

Indeed, it is most proper to pray for our Lord to come.
In the early church the prayer oftentime used by believers

was an Aramaic expression withwhich Christians are familiar,
the word MARANATHA, meaning "Lord, Cornel"

The Rev. John Wood,comments:ltHere is a prayer which
broadens our horizons. As we read it, we hear the very
tones in which the first Christians in Jerusalem breathed
their prayerful anticipation of their Lord's return•••Mara­
natha!"
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A second century book called the TEACHING OF THE
TWELVE APOSTLES indicates that this prayer was used in
the celebration of the Lord's Supper among the early Chris­
tians. They broke bread "until He come," and they expressed
their hope and faith in this one short expressive prayer.

The Apostle Paul was the one who wrote to the Corinthian
Church and signs his autograph and quotes this brief familiar
prayer which was used in the Palestinian Church - "Mara­
natha, Lord Come."

In the Lord's prayer that He taught His disciples, He
specifically mentions they are to pray for His coming. "Thy
kingdom come!" is a request that our Lord return to estab­
lish His kingdom upon earth.

We might mention the last prayer in the Bible found in
Revelation 22:20••••is "Even so, come, Lord Jesus."

In our office devotions conducted each working day, we
have prayer for the various requests that are sent in; and
it is delightful and refreshing to hear those of our group
who conclude their praying by requesting the Lord to come,
and asking that He keep us ready for His coming. This,
we believe, is Scriptural praying. All of us should cultivate
this kind of praying. Why not make it a point to begin pray­
ing now and every day: first, that our Lord will come
quickly; and in the second place, we should pray that we
will be ready. With this kind of urgent praying on the part
of a vast multitude of people, we are sure it won't be long
ere Christ will come in answer to the prayer of His people.
And while we are praying for our Lord to come, it will surely
quicken revival within us. For we cannot pray for Christ
to return without it somehow affecting our lives•. We will want
to be ready for that day of His unannounced return.

Now the purpose of this kind of praying is not that we be
spared ordinary troubles and trials common to life. Surely
the Lord will give us grace to bear inconveniences such as
we have undergone during the fuel crisis, and amidst short­
ages of various commodities, along.with the rising prices of
various products.

It is in view of days ahead when there will be great afflic­
tions and unspeakable torments, with Satan himself cast down
upon the earth, that our Lord has urged us, saying: "Watch
ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted
worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and
to stand before the Son of man." (Luke 21:36)

So there are important reasons why .we .should be found
praying for Christ to come, and praying that we will be ready
for Him when He comes. In fact, we would again impress
upon you the importance of concluding our prayer by pray­
ing, "Dear Lord, come quickly, and keep me ever ready for
your coming!" .

By receiving Christ as Saviour and Lord, trusting His
blood shed on the cross for our sins, and living in obedience
to His will, we can be ready for His coming. For remember,
our Lord hath said: "Be ye therefore ready also, for in
such an hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh."
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