






If a person who professes to be a Christian continues to sin, there is a
question of that one having experienced the "new birth." Forwe read in
1 John 3:7-9, "Let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is
righteous even as He is righteous. He that committeth sin is of the
devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son
of God was manifested that he might destroy the works of the devil."

Did you hear it?
The reason many are having difficulty with their Christian lives is that

they have not repented of their sins. They try to live as though nothing
has happened in their past instead of getting it cleansed away.
forgotten and forgiven.

In Proverbs 28:13 we read, "He that covereth his sins shall not
prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy."

Dr. Harry A. Ironsides. who pastored the famous Moody Church in
Chicago. writes, "Hidden sin, unjudged and unconfessed, will be our
undoing when we attempt to meet the enemy. A bad conscience will
nullify all our holy weapons and result in utter defeat. But if we deal
unsparingly with the evil, we can count on God to work in us and to
fight for us."

How many have come to a place of desperation in their lives over
their sin and God has allowed suffering and affliction to come to perfect
holiness within us.

The Psalmist who declares, "Before I was afflicted, I went astray;
but now I have kept thy word."

Again David writes. "It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I
might learn thy statutes." (Psa. 119:67 & 71)

Another verse thatrelates suffering to our personal holiness is found
in 1 Pet. 4:1 where we're reminded, "He that hath suffered in the flesh
hath ceased from sin."

Are you going through a time of suffering? H as it not drawn you
closer to the Lord? It can and it should.

Continues Peter, "Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery
trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto
you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings,
that. when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with
exceeding joy." (1 Pet. 4:12-13)

We need to see this purpose of suffering in our lives but only to
perfect holiness within us.

Look at Hebrews 12 where we read, "My son, despise not thou the
chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For
whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom
he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with
sons: For what son is he whom the father chaseneth not?"

We need to see this purpose of suffering in our lives but only to
perlect holiness within us.

Look at Hebrews 12 where we read, "My son despise not thou the
chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For
whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom
he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with
sons: for what son is he whom the father chaseneth not?"
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Verse 10 reminds us that the Lord chastens us "that we might be
partakers of his holiness." And we read how God's purpose is carried
out in the midst of chastening: "Now no chastening for the present
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised
thereby."

Then here is what we believe is God's ultimate desire - not that we
go through life crippled but whole. Our bodies are temples of the Holy
Spirit and we can best serve the Lord when we are well.

Listen to it, "Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the
feeble knees: ... but let is rather be healed." (Heb. 12:11-13)

To the woman bowed down with an infirmity our Lord said, "Woman,
thou art loosed from thine infirmity." And he later testified that Satan
had bound her 10, these eighteen years."

I don't want Satan to bind me, not when there is deliverance through
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Some do not see this in the Scriptures simply because they have
overlooked the fact that our oppressions are of the enemy. Luke, a
doctor, wrote that when Jesus was on earth. He "went about doing
good, and healing all that were oppressed ofthe devil; for God was with
him."

Now the devil doesn't want you to know that he is oppressing you.
He wants you to bear it and believe it isforthe gloryof God. Well, as we
have already related, suffering and affliction should draw us closer to
our Blessed Lord. But God's ultimate desire, we believe, is expressed
in Hebrews where He wants us to have the use of our hands and knees,
saying,"Let it rather be healed."

Without question we can bring glory to God by learning virtues of
love and patience in the midst of suffering. But it is faith that pleases
God, and if you want to please God, then believe Him for your healing.

What are we going to do when the rapture takes place? If we can't
believe God for our healing now, how can we believe for the
transformation that will take place when these bodies take on a
glorified state?

One of the signs given to let us know our Lord is soon to come is
found in Malachi 4:2 where we read, "But unto you that fear my name
shall the Son of righteousness arise with healing in his wings."

With so many claiming healing today through the power of Jesus
Christ and the energizing of the Holy Spirit. it causes us to believe our
Lord's return is near.

The verse that has become meaningful to many of God's choice
saints is found in Rom. 8:11, "But if the Spirit of him that raised up
Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the
dead shall quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in
you. "

These are mortal. dying bodies. But the Bible tells us we can be
quickened by the Spirit in these mortal bodies.

Hallelujah.

Think of it. The power that brought Jesus from the grave can give life
to our weak and dying bodies. Do you believe it?
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We need to return to these Bible-based principles which would
indicate our Lord wants to save us, keep us from sin. and then fill us
with His Holy Spirit so that we might be preserved until the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

We have proof of that in 1 Thes. 5:23-24 where we read, "And the
very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit
and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ."

Did you hear it?
Our lord's coming is near. And Paul prays that our spirit and soul and

body be preserved blameless until that event. That event has not
happened as yet. so the promise is still in effect.

The next verse implies that God would not require something of us
without making the necessary provision. For we read, "Faithful is he
that calleth you, who also will do it."

If God wants to sanctify us holy and preserve us in our spirit, soul and
body, then let Him do it. He promises that He will do it.

"And. be ye therefore ready also. for in such an hour as ya think not.
the Son of man cometh."
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DOES
THE BIBLE
TEACH
SINLESS
PERFECTION~

When COLUMBIA blasted off Launch Pad 39, a NASA press notice
related it was 454 ten thousandths of a second late.

What space-aqe precision!
However, launch director Alfred D. O'Hara told reporters, "It was

just a perfect launch as far as we were concerned."
When another reporter suggested NASA has new superlatives for

every launch, O'Hara laughed and remarked, "When it gets off the
ground successfully, we call it perfect."

Has it ever bothered you that God's standard is one of perfection?
It bothers some Christians who would rather enjoy a mediocre kind

of spiritual existence. "Don't ask for perfection," is what you might
hear them say.

Yet, when you read our Lord's words in His Sermon on the Mount,
you hear Him say, "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which
is in heaven is perfect." (Matt. 5:48)

Why not strive for perfection?
If in the worldly scientific sense we split the atom and aim at

perfection in our space program. why not desire perfection in our quest
for eternal accomplishments?

After all, as Paul says, "The things which are seen are temporal; but
the things which are not seen are eternal." (2 Cor. 4:18) So why not
strive for eternal accomplishments? Why not seek perfection in this
life?

The SCOFI ELD BIBLE notes point out that when our Lord demanded
perfection, He was not speaking of "sinless perfection." This implies
"full development. growth into maturity of godliness."

This does not mean that we should not seek to live godly lives.
Rather. it reflects the purpose of God to conform us more perfectly to
His image and likeness in all of His attributes.

In Ephesians we read, "And he gave some, apostles; and some
prophets; and some evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for
the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ: That we henceforth be no more
children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they
lie in wait to deceive."
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Do you characterize your life as being "up and down." mostly down?
Are you tossed to and fro in your beliefs?

At one time this was the testimony of the Apostle Paul. He wrote.
"For to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I
find not. For the good that I would.l do not: but the evil which I would
not. that I do."

His analysis of that kind of existence was this. for he writes, "0
wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this
death?" Then he seems to answer his own question by saying. "I thank
God through Jesus Christ our Lord."

Beloved. there is victory. There is no need for continual defeat if you
will surrender to the Lordship of Christ. If Jesus is on the throne of your
life. you need not be subject to sin. For Paul writes, "It is no more I that
do it. but sin that dwelleth in me." (Rom. 7:17)

Does the Bible teach "sinless perfection'? you ask.

Perhaps John Wesley could best answer that question. In the year
1779. Wesley turned his attention to the Bible as the sole standard of
truth. and it became the foundation of all of his beliefs.

When he was accused of teaching a doctrine of "Wesley's"
perfection. he replied: "This is not his doctrine any more than it is
yours, or anyone else's that is a minister of Christ. For it is Christ's
doctrine ... it is the doctrine of St. Paul. the doctrine of St. James and
St. John.. ."

Other books by noted authors that fell into his hands had a profound
influence on his thinking. "These convinced me more than ever," wrote
Wesley. "of the absolute impossibility of being half a Christian; and I
determined through His grace. (the absolute necessity of which I was
deeply sensible) to be all devoted to God, to give Him all my soul. my
body. and my substance."

However, from the Bible. too. he believed the fact that God promised
to deliver His people from all sin was an indication that such a
deliverance was possible. A few of these promises are: "He shall
redeem Israel from all his iniquities." (Psa. 130:8) And in Titus 2:14.
referring to our Lord's work of redemption. we read, "Who gave himself
for us. that he might redeem us from all iniquity."

It is to be noted that whereas Wesley often spoke of perfection, he
called it "Christian perfection." On one occasion he said, "Sinless
perfection is a phrase I never use, lest I should seem to contradict
myself."

Count Zinzendorf wrote that "all true believers are not only saved
from the dominion of sin. but from the being of inward sin, as well as
outward sin, so that it no longer remains in them." Wesley disagreed.
saying this was a strange, new doctrine.

Wesley did speak. however, of being perfect so as not to commit sin,
but he went on to make a distinction between what he called sin (that
is a voluntary transgression of a known law) and sin, improperly so
called (that is, an involuntary transgression of a Divine law, known or
unknown.)
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John Fletcher, one of Wesley's associates, similarly sought to show
a difference between what he called "infirmities," weaknesses in
judgment errors of discernment etc" and "willful sins," Fletcher is
quoted as saying. "An infirmity has its foundation in an involuntary
want of power; and a sin is a willful use of the present light and power
we have."

Dr. Samuel Chadwick, president of Cliff College, explains, "Christian
perfection is not infallibility." He added, "A clean heart does not imply a
perfect head. As long as we are in this world, there will be unavoidable
errors and imperfections in judgment. The mistake is in regarding such
errors and imperfections as sins."

On the other hand, there may be failures that are sins in the biblical
definition. For example, as we read in James 4:17, "Therefore to him
that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not to him it is sin." Or, as he
says in James 2:9. "But if ye have respect of persons, ye commit sin."
These may be things we do not call sin, and yet they all fitthe scriptural
definition of sin.

Wesley calls attention, with approval, to article nine of the Anglican
church: "Original sin is the corruption of the nature of every man,
whereby man is in his own nature inclined to evil, so that the flesh
lusteth contrary to the Spirit. And this infection of nature doth remain,
yea. in them that are regenerated. So Wesley asserted that "sin did still
remain, though not reign, in him that is born of God." This was in
harmony with such scriptures as 1 John 3:9 which declares a born­
again person will not practice sin. For we read, "Whosoever is born of
God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot
sin, because he is born of God."

Defining sin that still may remain in the justified, Wesley wrote, "By
sin, I here understand inward sin; any sinful temper, passion, or
affection; such as pride, self-will, love of the world, in any kind or
degree; such as lust anger, peevishness; any disposition contrary to
the mind which was in Christ."

Quoting Gal. 5:17, we read, "The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and
the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other.
Says Wesley: "The Apostle here directly affirms that the flesh, evil
nature, opposes the Spirit even in believers; that even in the
regenerate there are two principles, 'contrary to the other.":

How are we to deal with the flesh? Paul. in Gal. 5:24, notes, "And
they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and
lusts. "

W.B. Godbeycomments on this word, "crucified," saying, "The verb
here is not the perfect ... but the aorist which does not denote time,
but instantaneity and completion, setting forth the factthat all the elect
of Christ were legally crucified with Him, which is in due time verified
by grace being summarily executed and completed in a moment."

Thus, through the transformation wrought in us by the work of Christ
on the cross, we are to reckon ourselves indeed as "dead unto sin, and
alive unto God." (Rom. 6:11)

As Sir Edwyn Hoskyns says, "The whole New Testament rings with
a sense of freedom from sin. "Thetriumph of Calvary is Christ's victory
over sin. Therefore, the believer should aspire to victory over sin.
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J. Baines Atkinson writes, "There is no text in the New Testament
which says that sin must remain in a believer until death." He adds,
"Preparation for Christ's second coming is that believers are to be
sanctified, wholly, unblamable in holiness, ready to meet Him. (Heb.
(9:28; Titus 2:13-14; Phil. 1:6)

As stated earlier, we split the atom and exact perlect timing in our
space program. Why not seek the same kind of understanding in the life
the Lord has called us to live, a life free from the power and dominion of
sin?

We do not want to confuse anyone in the belief that after conversion
it is possible to live an absolutely sinless life. On the other hand, we are
challenged to live a life pleasing to the Lord ... to strive for perfection.

Kenneth Geiger points out "Sinless perfection" can be rightly used
when applied in these three directions: (1) To Adam before the Fall, (2)
To Christ during His earthly life, (3) To those who have finished their
earthly probation and are glorified in heaven."

In Hebrews 6:1 we are exhorted, "Let us go on to perfection." Asks
Wesley, "But what is perfection?" He replies, "The word has various
senses: here it means Perlect Love. It is love excluding sin: love filling
the heart, taking up the whole capacity of the soul. It is love, "rejoicing
evermore, praying without ceasing, in everything giving thanks."

Oh that we might strive for such perfection!
Of Noah we read that he "was a just man and perfect in his

generations." Likewise, the Lord said of Job, "There is none like him in
the earth, a perfect and an upriqht man, one that feareth God and
escheweth evil." (Job 1 :8)

The supreme example was our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom it was
said, "And beinq made perfect. he became the author of eternal
salvation unto all them that obey him."(Heb. 5:9)

In conclusion we would quote the Psalmist who says, "Mark the
perfect man. for the end of that man is peace." (Psa. 37:37)

If troubled. perplexed, living a divided life between constant defeat
and seeming victory, why not seek to experience a relationship with
Christ that will result in Christian perfection?

To the rich young man who kept all of the commandments from his
youth, our Lord said, "If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast.
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come
and follow me." (Matt. 19:21) But the young man didn't want that kind
of perlection. He was rich, having great possessions, and was not
willing to give them up for the master.

For others it is not riches that keeps them from perfection. It may be
their speech. Writes James, "For in many things we offend all. If any
man offend not in word. the same is a perfect man." (James 3:2)

Even of Jesus we read He was made "perfect through sufferings."
(Heb.2:10)

May we with the Apostle Paul say with renowned determination. "I
press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus." Writes Paul, "Let us therefore. as many as be perfect. be thus
minded." (Phil. 3:14-15)

And, in this way may we "Be therefore ready also. for in such an hour
as ye think not the Son of man cometh."
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KNOWING WHAT'S
RIGHT AND
WHAT'S WRONG

Ringo Starr of Beatie fame
young people listen.

The Beatles, who once boasted of becoming more popular than Jesus,
and praised drugs while spreading the faith of psychedelia,have now
ad mitted they were wrong.

At least. Ringo Starr has come out to advise youth to kick the pot
habit, forget speed, stay off LSD and other mind-blowing drugs.

At a press conference Ringo said, "I know good from evil- what's
right and wrong!"

Well, while applauding such action, we admit much harm has
already been done. Once the habit is begun, it just isn't easy to quit.
How sad to learn too late, after the body is dissipated, the nerves shot,
the mind blown, that we embarked upon the wrong course - took the
wrong road.

Sut for some we trust it isn't too late. Where there is life there is
hope. And, perhaps we have even better news than that - where there
isn't hope there is God.

Ringo Starr's confession that he now knows good from evil ­
what's right and what's wrong - reminds me of what we read in the
book of Judges. The last verse says, "Every man did that which was
right in his own eyes."

Today's standard of right and wrong depends on the person to whom
you are speaking. Everyone seems to have a different interpretation of
what is right and what is wrong. This provides for endless confusion as
it did in the days of the Judges in the Bible.

As in those days there was violence, murder, bloodshed, immorality,
so there is this confusion existing today. For unless we have the
unchanging WORD OF GOD to go by- what's right and what's wrong
changes with every generation.

In Kentucky, when both houses of the State Legislature voted to
repeal the old Sunday closing law, Governor Louis B. Nunn vetoed the
bill. His word to the legislature was that we should nottryto repeal one
of the Ten Commandments.
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God has given command to "remember the sabbath day to keep it
holy." Regardless of man's turning a holy day into a holiday, it must be
remembered that God has never changed His commandment concern­
ing the observance of one day a week as separate from the rest.

And although the commandments were primarily given to Israel to
keep for perpetual generations. yet the message and meaning are for all
who love God. Those who refuse to heed God's commandments are
considered as "heathen," which makes us wonder if we aren't fast
becoming pagan as a result of disobeying God's laws.

Whether or not we worship on a Saturday or Sunday is not the
important factor, for time zones make it impossible to strictly observe
a period of time.

I like what we read in Romans 14:5. "One man esteemeth one day
above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be
fully persuaded in his own mind. He that regardeth the day, regardeth it
unto the Lord: and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not
regard it."

In other words. we should follow our own convictions governed by
the Word of God. And, our highest motivations should be the desire to
live every day for the Lord, rather than to keep one day as something of
a ritual so we can say "I went to church today."

Irving L. Jensen, Th.D .. writing in the GOSPEL HERALD, notes: "A
pressing question of today, as it has been of all ages, is the question of
what is right and what is wrong." He goes on to say: "The Bible labels
wrong as evil or sin and identifies sin as transgression of God's law
which brings divine judgment."

Of course, we don't like to hear about sin. Reminds me of the
preacher who didn't beat around the bush in preaching on "sin"! He
called it the abominable thing that God hates. later, one of his
members came to him saying: "We don't like you to talk so plainly
about sin. Our children will more easily be called Sinners."

The minister then took a bottle of strychnine that was clearly marked
with the skull and crossbones, saying: "Suppose I take off this label of
Poison and put on some mild label such as essence of peppermint?
Don't you see what happens? The milder you make the label, the more
dangerous you make the poison."

Someone has written . . .
Men say sin is an accident while God says it is a deliberate act.
Men say sin is a blunder; God says it is blindness.
Men say sin is change, God says it is choice.
Men say sin is infirmity, God says it is iniquity.
Men say sin is weakness, God says it is wilfulness.

In Old Testament times as a person sinned, he was judged on the
basis of whether it was wilful disobedience or whether it was an act of
ignorance. If it was sin through ignorance, a sacrifice was offered,
while if the sin was deliberate, the person was punished. For instance,
we read of a man who was found gathering sticks on the Sabbath day.
Forthis act of open defiance for God's laws, this man was stoned. That
is how serious were sins of disobedience.
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In the New Testament we are reminded, "If we sin wilfully after that
we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more
sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery
indignation which shall devour the adversaries," (Heb. 10:26-27)
Today you are hearing this broadcast. Hearing the truth concerning
salvation, you should repent of sin to trust the Saviour, for what this
verse is saying is this - that Jesus can't go back and die on the cross
every time we sin. Rather. He died once and for all that all maybe saved
and cease from sin who truly put their trust in Him.

God is merciful and has promised that if we confess our sin, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sin. However, if we sin wilfully and
knowingly, there is a fearful looking forward to of fiery indignation.
Disease, suffering and death have often been the price paid by those
who persist in sin.

The Bible does not teach that when a person is converted, he will
want to continue to live a life of sin. Indeed not. Rather, as John writes:
"In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil:
whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth
not his brother," (1 John 3:10).

Did you hear it?
The Bible makes it clear that one who truly comes to know Christ will

not want to persist in sin.
Reminds me of the Christian who believed that once you were truly

born again/you were saved forever. Someone said to this person, "If I
believed your doctrine, I would take my fill of sin," Wbereas, tbe godly
Christian replied, "How much sin do you tbink it would take to satisfy
one who has the divine nature implanted within Him?"

As we read again in 1 Jobn 3:9, "Whosoever is born of God doth not
commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him; and he cannot sin. because
he is born of God."

Yes, if a person is truly born of God, be will want to live for God and
not serve sin. This is how we can know whether or not we are saved.
We will want to live for Christ who died for us.

This does not necessarily mean we will be perfect or free from
temptation. But it does mean that in our hearts is a desire to serve the
Lord and not serve sin.

Of David it was said that he was a man after God's own heart. David
was tempted and fell into sin. And yet, repenting of sin,he was forgiven,
although God allowed tragedy to strike. Deatb came to David's child
along with many other heartaches because of just one sin.

Oh, beloved. let us flee from sin as we would run from a rattlesnake.
Years ago in Rockwood, Tennessee, a workman caught a black snake
and taught it to coil itself around his neck. Then, becoming bolder, he
got a rattlesnake and tamed it. He would stand on the street corner and
let the snake coil itself around him while spectators shuddered.

One day when he was exhibiting the snake, it coiled around his neck
rather tigbtly. He tried to unwind it but the snake only grew angry_
Tightening its folds about his neck, it thrust its fangs into his veins.
Spectators were horrified as he tore the snake away and dashed it
to the earth, but it was too late. He was carried home to die in awful
agony.



What a picture of those who tamper with sin. Sooner or later this
serpent will sting. and death will result. For the wages of sin is death,
but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

As someone has written. "Sin is deceitful. It promises pleasure but
gives pain; it offers life and gives death. I n every sin there is the seed of
another sin. for it is self-propaqatinq. It corrupts man's nature, perverts
his tastes, weakens his will. and sears his conscience. With each evil
deed inclinations towards evil become stronger and stronger, until he
cannot cease from sin, and the sinner is consumed by his own lusts. Sin
is a very promising employer and a terrible paymaster."

It is in view of the coming of the Lord that John writes. "We know
that when he shall appear. we shall be like him; for we shall see him as
he is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even
as he is pure."

To be ready for the coming of Jesus, we are admonished to be living
pure and holy lives.

As Dr. R.A. Torrey has testified: "The imminent return of our Lord is
the great Bible argument for a pure, unselfish, devoted, unworldly,
active Christian life."

In fact, we are admonished to "lay aside every weight as well as the
besetting sins." Our Lord reminds us that even the "cares of this life"
will find some so occupied as to fail to be ready for His coming. Some
things we don't call sin may be weights to keep us from being ready for
the rapture.

So may we heed the admonition of our Lord who urged us one and all,
saying: "Be ye ready also, for in such time as ye think not. the Son of
man cometh."
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PRESIDENT
REAGAN

TALKS
ABOUT

SIN

Addressing the National Association of Evangelicals, President
Reagan shared his views on a subject of mutual concern-that of 51N. De M

Glared the President: "We know that living in this world means dealing
with what philosophers would call the phenomenology of evil or, as
theologians would put it, the doctrine of sin. There is sin and evil in the
world. And we are enjoined by scripture and the Lord Jesus to oppose it
with all our might."

The President went on to link evil in the world to the spread of the
doctrine of Marxist-Leninism.

Many places could be named where countries have become a battle­
ground stained with the blood of conflicting ideologies. One of these is
Mozambique in Southern Africa.

Mozambique's white-ruled neighbors insist that the Samora Machel
regime is a communist threat in Southern Africa. Where it gets its
support is something of a mystery,

It is no mystery as to why there is all of this fighting. It is the result, as
Pres. Reagan declared. of evil in the world.

The world's Roman Catholic Bishops met recently to discuss the moral
blight in the world we call '.'sin." In a 49-page study document it was
stated: "The fundamental cause of all divisions in men's souls and their
societies is sin, or the evil that man does freely before God."

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin of Chicago has commented on what he
calls "hostilities, disorders and unjust structures," saying the root cause
is sinfulness. He adds; "Ultimately it is sin and its consequences which
separate us from God and disorient us as individuals and as society. Ifwe
are honest with ourselves." he notes, "we know this to be true."

The truth is that no one wants to admitthattheir problem may be one of
sinfulness. We don't call our desire to better ourselves"covetousness"
or "greed" which oftentimes it may be.

Some declare a form of socialism existed at Pentecost when the
disciples shared what they had with others in need. We read: "And all
that believed were together, and had all things common." That's a form of
communism, some will tell you.

The next verse reads, "And sold their possessions and goods, and
parted them to all men, as every man had need."
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Communism today is quite a different expression of what we have
seen in the early church. There, out of love for one another they shared
their possessions.

In Mozambique, and elsewhere, we often find a forced sharing of
goods won through bloody conflict.

The economy is still primarily agricultural. Through years of war. along
with disastrous weather conditions, the country remains poor. Few
people can read or write.

Here's where the Gospel is needed to penetrate the country as it has
done elsewhere in Africa. For where the Gospel of Jesus Christ has gone.
it lifts people from the poverty level to one that is productive and
beneficial.

Again it is sin that drains a country of its strength and vitality. And
when milk replaces alcohol, you can be sure it will be for the better.

Here in Mozambique you'll find the standard of living below what it
should be. A diet of meat and bread promised during the revolution just
never materialized. Shelves are often empty.

After all. prosperity and the blessings of salvation are often inner­
linked. As we read in Joshua 1:8 where the lord said: 'This book of the
law shall not depart out of thy mouth: but thou shalt meditate therein day
and night. that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written
therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt
have good success,"

Prosperity and success are promised to those who will make the Word
of God part of their daily lives, not only meditating but doing the things
that are written therein.

George Cornell, an Associated Press Religious News writer. calls at­
tention to the trouble in the world. He writes: "In classical Christian
thought, the woes of the world and of the people stem from a single, per­
vasive and underlying condition-an ailment called "sin."

In Mozambique we see the difference in a culture that was once pros­
perous but today has suffered from revolution which has resulted in
chaos.

This Swedish-built sawmill was once one of Mozambique's most
important development projects. Today it lies empty and abandoned. At
$46 million dollars it was Mozambique's most costly foreign aid project.

For one thing. the security of the Swedish personnel who came to
teach others how to run the plant could not be guaranteed, and that was a
great worry for the Maputo government. The worsening security
situation has become a major obstacle to the overseas investment the
country so desperately needs.

Workers at the plant formed themselves into a militia. But it was too
late. The Swedish embassy said the risk of ambush or abduction had
become too great. And the presence of these poorly equipped and trained
men could not make them change their mind. So the plant remains
closed.

Mozambique's strategic position helps and also hinders its chances of
economic independence. The Indian Ocean port of Beira has now taken
on a new role; it's the key to the plan by Black states in southern Africa to
reduce their independence on South African transportation.
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The capital city of Maputo also has an important deep natural harbor.
And both cities now act as shipping and freight centers for the frontline
states.

We point this out because this should benefitthe economy. Ships from
all over the world come here.

Butthe hammer and sickle are prominently displayed, a reflection on the
infiltration of Russian Communism into that part of the world.

Where godless communism goes. there goes with it attempts to
spread revolution. The land is often raped, and fuel is taken to keep the
communist satellite nations afloat.

A prophecy in Jeremiah comes to mind when we think of the influx of
communism into nearly all of the nations of the world. In Jer. 4:6, we
read, "I will bring evil from the north, and a great destruction!" Verse 7
reads. "The lion is come up from his thicket and the destroyer of the
Gentiles (nations) is on his way."

Is this an identification of the Soviet Union, a country from the north
where an evil shall break forth? And, could this godless philosophy be that
which brings on the destruction of the nations?"

As a result of revolutionary tactics in Mozambique, we have seen
railroads and pipelines destroyed. Saboteurs blew up dockside storage
tanks, and millions of gallons of oil have been destroyed which should
have gone to Zimbabwe and Malawi. The government has sought to step
up security around all of its transport routes. Just about any form of travel
is now dangerous in many areas of the country. Armed men have been
known to take potshots at cars and trucks. An anti-aircraft gun protects a
reconstruction project on a bridge near Beira. It had been blown up
before.

Witnessing continued devastation makes us realize the significance of
endtime destruction that is forecast in the Word of God.

For instance. Jer. 4:20 says, "Destruction upon destruction is cried."
And in Verse 23 we read.'"! beheld the earth, and 10, it was without

form, and void; and the heavens, and they had no light."
What destruction lies ahead!
I realize many believe that it can't happen here. There could not be

another Pearl Harbor.
However, the Scriptures would lead us to believe differently. In verse

25 we read: "I beheld, and 10, there was no man, and all the birds of the
heaven were fled." (v.25)

Has this ever happened before?
Again we read, "I beheld, and, 10, the fruitful place was a wilderness,

and all the cities thereof were broken down at the presence of the Lord,
and by his fierce anger." (v.26)

So, we see that with our Lord's return for His saints we should expect
the rapture to be tied in with the destruction of certain cities. Some do not
see a nuclear holocaust ahead, but we can't help but believe the third
world war will be a nuclear one.

Satan is behind all of the bloodshed and violence in the world today.

As Jesus said, "The thief cometh not, buttor to steal, and to kill, and to
destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it
more abundantly." (John 10:10)
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We would yet look at Isa. 14:16 where we read of Satan who makes
his appearance in the endtime. We read, "Is this not the man that made
the earth to tremble; that did shake kingdoms; that made the world as a
wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof?"

We had better realize that the world is fast becoming a communist
camp. Destruction from the north is nothing new, although it comes as
other nations have been infiltrated by the Soviet Union. OUf role is to
make sure that everyone hearing this message sees significance to the
days in which we live. We believe these are days the Scripture calls "the
Last Days," and we need to be prepared to stand ready whenever our
Lord may come.

Having trusted Christ as our Saviour and living tor Him, we can be
ready to face the future.

In Isaiah 26: 19 we seem to focus in on a scripture that is applicable to
the days in which we live. For just ahead lies the day when the trumpet
shall sound. the righteous dead shall be raised. and together we shall be
caught up to be with our blessed Lord.

The next verse reads, "Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers,
and shut thy doors about thee. hide thyself as it were for a little moment
until the indignation be overcast. For, behold, the Lord cometh out of his
place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth
also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain."

What awful destruction lies ahead.
When I read of books that have been authored by preachers who say

there will not be a nuclear holocaust that seems more like wishful
speaking than it does to what the Scriptures relate.

The Bible evidences the awful fact that great tribulation is ahead fol­
lowed by the wrath of Almighty God. Days such as the world has never
seen, nor ever shall see again are ahead, said Jesus.

How important to be ready for His coming.
Some see the invitation to "Come into chambers, and shut the door,"

as relating to the protection the saints will receive as they go through the
tribulation. But there is sufficient evidence to point out that our Lord will
come for His saints, and we had better be ready for that unannounced
day and hour.

Our Lord is coming soon. And we are commanded to "watch and pray
always that we may escape all the things that shall come to pass and
stand before the Son of man." (Luke 21 :34)

Again we ask, Would you be ready were our Lord to come yet today?
Or, are you living in sin and have yet to ask for forgiveness? Better never
to have been born than to be living when Jesus comes unprepared to
meet Him.

If you've never done so, pray this prayer and mean it: "Lord Jesus, I do
here and now open my heart to receive youas my Lord and Saviour. Come
into my heart to live by your Holy Spirit. Change my life. Give me peace
for my restlessness. Save me by your grace, I pray."

Pray that prayer and mean it.
And. "Be ye therefore ready also. for in such an hour as ye think not the

Son of man cometh. ".
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