








are going to be here forever? Or, are we living in view of
eternity?

One Bible Commentary states that the sin of Sodom was
not merely their open profligacy, but that ‘‘they bought, they
sold,’’ etc. as men whose all was in this world. (Luke 17:28)

Could this be the sin of our time when materialism has
become the god of many?

What about our possessions?

When a rich young man came to Jesus inquiring: ‘‘What
shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?’’ our Lord replied:
‘““Keep the commandments.’” And he asked: ‘‘Which?’’ Of
course, we’re not saved by keeping the commandments, al-
though we are reminded that the first command is to love
the Lord with all our heart, ‘

Then our Lord told him to sell all that he had and come
and follow Him and he would have treasure in heaven. But
we read how he refused to do so and went away sorrowful,
having great possessions, (Matt, 10:22 & Mark 19:22)

Do you see how possessions can be our downfall?

At Pentecost, God did such a gracious work in the hearts
of believers that we read how those in the early church ‘‘sold
their possessions and goods and parted them to all men,
as everyone had need.”’ (Acts 2:45)

Some say this is ‘‘communism,’’ but in reality it was
the ‘‘old time religion’’ at work.

Modern communism is a selfish philosophy of hate and
greed, demanding what you have--If you have more than I do,
share it with me, Whereas, the practices of the early church
found believers saying, ‘“Because of the love of Christ, I
share what I have,”’

In view of difficult days ahead it may be that Christians
will be called upon to share their possessions. Our motto
shou}d be, ‘‘Let them that buy be as though they possessed
not.’

Let us hold fast our profession, but not our possessions.

Paul concludes his comments by saying: ‘‘But Iwould have
you without carefulness,’’ or ‘‘without cares.”’

Possessions often bring cares. That’s why the rich are
unhappy for they worry about fires, floods and unfaithful
friends who could so quickly rob them of their riches.

According to the Greek, the Apostle Paul is saying: ‘I
would have you to be not merely ‘without trouble’ but “‘with-
out distracting cares.’ ‘‘ (Jamieson, Fausset, Brown).

When many see trouble ahead, isn’t it wonderful to be
free from trouble and free from cares?

Why? Because we can live in the light of Christ’s soon
coming, wearing this life as a loose garment, waiting to toss
it aside at the return of the Lord for His own,
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Do you have that conviction today? Or are you like the
man who said he wasn’t looking for the Lord to come to take
him to his heavenly home; he was enjoying his earthly home,.

Friend, there’s nothing in this world that begins to com-
pare to the mansions our Lord has prepared., While some
commit suicide when they lose everything in this life, the
Christian knows his treasure is beyond where moth and rust
doth not corrupt and thieves do not break through and steal.

THE TIME IS SHORT! Let’s live in the light of eternity!
Having come to Christ and finding forgiveness for sins, let
us now live for Him, looking for His coming,

For remember, He hath said: ‘‘Be ye ready also, for in
such an hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh,”’
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WHAT'S AHEAD?

A DEPRESSION

Isn’t it great to be alive in 19757

In spite of all the various predictions for this year ‘of
1975, it’s wonderful to know that ‘‘The future is as bright
as the promises of God.”’

Actually, there are forecasts that are rather foreboding.
Pat Garrard of the CAPITALIST REPORTER goes out on a
limb to predict: ‘“Sometime in 1975--probably by mid-year--
the worst financial collapse since the 1930’s will occur.’’ He
goes on to suggest: ‘‘For the first time in history, runaway
inflation will precede--and overlap--a fullscale Depression,
This is inevitable, and no man or government on the face of
this earth will prevent it from happening.”’

We remember when Gerald Ford- took over his office as
President., At that time, in an address to the Congress, he
stated: ‘“‘My instinctive judgment is that the State of the Union
is excellent. But,’’ he added, ‘‘the state of our economy is not
so good!’”’ However, during his State of the Union Message,
the President declared ‘““The state of the Union is not so
good!”
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While the economy remains a major factor in our nation’s
future, we have pointed out in recent broadcasts that it is
the threat that exists in the Middle East that bears closest
watching.

Senator J, William Fulbrlght upon leavmg office in Wash-
ington following his defeat in the election, declared that the
Middle East is the number one problem facing the world
today.

Only recently President Sadat of Egypt warned that the
Mideast is a bomb ready to explode! He further asserted
that it was his belief that Israel has nuclear weapons. The
fear is that the next war may be a nuclear one.

Max Lerner, newspaper columnist, writes; ‘‘Thus, the
signs in the Middle East today are ominously pointing toward
another war.’

These observations might prove most frightening except
that for the Christian there is the knowledge from the Word
of God that similar conditions would prevail at the time of
Christ’s Return, Jerusalem would be compassed about with
armies; nations from the north would be preparing for an
invasion of Palestine; and upon the earth there would be
‘‘distress of nations, with perplexity.’”’

Is this not true of our world today?

But it is in the midst of these prevailing conditions that
we read: ‘‘And then shall they see the Son of Man coming
in a cloud with power and great glory.’’ Hallelujah!

And again, ‘‘When these things begin to come to pass,
then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption
draweth nigh,’’

For the true believer who is living for Christ, this is the
greatest hour of all history as we await the return of our
Lord, And for those not living for Christ, there is the forecast
of coming awful great tribulation such as the world has never
seen nor ever shall see again.

It is in view of dark shadows of depression and amidst
threatening signs of a nuclear war, that we are led to cry
out with the Apostle Paul, BRETHREN, THE TIME IS SHORT!
How much time remains we do not know! Each passing day
should find us rejoicing that we are still enjoying freedom,
In spite of economic woes and physical hardships, we are
living in the hour when the shifting clouds must make room
for the sudden appearance of our Great God and Saviour Jesus
Christ seen coming for His own. Isthis not the Blessed Hope
of believers?

While some anticipate gomg through the tribulation, it
appears to us that the believer’s blessed hope is not WRATH
but RAPTURE!
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So we echo again the words of Paul, ‘‘Brethren, the time
is short!”’ Could it be that the appearing of our Lord is at
hand? Is the rapture imminent? Is Christ soon to come?

Hallelujah! The very idea of seeing our Saviour and being
‘‘caught up to meet Him in the air’’ gives thoughts of joy
and delight, - :

As the songwrlter declares: ‘‘Oh joy, oh delight should
‘we go without dying,”’

It is in view of the Apostle’s declaratmn that the TIME IS
SHORT that we are left with these admonitions--not to
despair, and not to become so engrossed with our loved ones,
or occupied with the cares of this life that we should miss
out on the glorious reality of rapture. At least that is how
we m1ght interpret this message.

Let’s read it: ‘‘But this I say, brethren, the t1me is short;
it. remaineth that both they that have wives be as though they
had none; and they that weep, as though they wept not; and
they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not;.and they that
buy, as though they possessed not; and they that use this
world, as not abusing it; for the fashion of this world passeth
away.”’ (I Cor. 7:29-31) >

Did you hear it?

Today, with much of the emphasis on SEX, it’s a different
approach to read Paul’s words: ‘‘It remaineth that both they
that have wives be as though they had none...”’

Someone has written; “Everywhere there is SEX, SEX,
SEX...Sex in schools, movies, on TV, in slick (sick) natlonal
magazines, on college campuses, on Broadway, and EVERY-
WHERE else possible is all a part of the Satanic conspiracy
to thwart the American dream and challenge the authority of
Bible Christianity.”” (From MIDWEST TRUMPET by Larry
Hance)

Likewise, in the MIDNIGHT CRY there is the warning that
we face God’s wrath on account of this obsession with Sex.
The editor notes: ‘‘The days that were before the flood were
characterized by open sex, total disregard for righteousness,
and the results were violence, bloodshed and rebellion.’’ He
goes on to observe: ‘‘The preoccupation of the residents of
Pompeii was sex. God wiped them off the face of the earth
in a few hours.”’ TS

The Scriptures remind us that Sodom and Gomorrha are
an example of God’s judgment to those who should afterward
live ungodly. (2 Pet. 2:6)

Our Lord also reminded us that as it was in the days of
Noah and in the days of Lot, when they married and were
given in marriage, and when they ‘‘married wives’’ which
indicated adulterous relationships, so would it be in the day
of His coming,
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~ Again, he related the parable of the great supper to indi-
cate the various excuses made by those invited to the mar-
riage feast who would turn down the invitation,

The one said: ‘I bought a piece of ground, and I must

needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused.’’

. Buying lots in over 4000 developments in the United States
has become a billion-dollar business, Some buy swamp land
and waste land. As George K, Berstein, Federal Office of
Interstate Land Development, testifies “It’s a mvstery, Why
will anyone buy a piece of land sight unseen?’’ He observes
- further, ‘‘Nobody would buy a house that way, or an auto-
mobile, or a TV set!”’

So you find this man in the parable, saying: ‘‘I bought a
piece of ground, and I must go and see it,”’ Was it true that
he was buying it sight unseen? Or could it be that he was
more interested in earthly real estate than in his heavenly
state?

Likewise, you have the man in the parable who said; “I

“have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come,”’

Could it be that he was more interested in the physical
relationships of life than in the spiritual relationships?

I remember when I was pastoring, I invited a man to go
to church on Sunday and he replied that that was the only day
‘he had to work on his house, In fact, he said he believed the
Lord smiled in approvalbecause he was trying to accommodate
his family by improving his home,

May God help us.

How many there are that I fear are going to miss heaven,
and will not be ready for the rapture when Jesus comes,
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simply because they were too busy to think of eternity.
Eternity, my friend, is forever. It is as though a bird
carried a grain of sand from Florida’s beaches to the moon

‘Earthrise’ photographed from Apollo 8,‘ looking
over horizon of the moon’s surface. NASA photos,

and returned until all of our sand was gone and eternity was

only thenbeginning, What a tragedy to waste precious moments

of a lifetime in selfish pursuits of happiness and pleasures

that are for a moment when we should be planning for eternity.
Wake up, friend!
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Our Lord further warns in these words: ‘“And take heed
to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged
with surfeiting, and drunkenness and cares of this life, and
so that day come upon you unawares. For as a snare shall
it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.”’
‘Think of it! How many will be trapped by their loose
living, their immorality, their over-indulgence in greediness "
-and selfishness, their being occupied with the simple cares
.of th;s life and that day of Christ’s coming finds them unpre-
pared?

No wonder our Lord continues His warning, saying: ““Watch
ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy
to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to

“stand before the Son of man.’’ (Luke 21:34- 36)

Are we watching? Are we alert to the signs of the t1mes?
Are we awake to the days in which we live with our Lord’s
‘return imminent? And are we ready should He come yet
today? Do you know Christ as Saviour and Lord and are you

living for Him in a life of holiness? : R

For, indeed, our Lord hath said: ‘‘Be ye ready also, for

in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh!”’
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