




















Malachi writes: = ““Who may abide the day of his coming?
And who shall stand when he appeareth? For he is like a
refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap. And he shall sit as a
‘refiner and purifier of silver; and he shall purify the sons
of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may
offér unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.’’ Mal, 3:2-3

Note: Regardless as to how you read these passages,
they teach God’s purpose to refine and purify through trial
and affliction.

Did not our Lord speak of the coming great tribulation as
a time of “affliction, such as was not from the beginning
~of the creation which God created unto this tlme, neither
shall be.”” Mark 13:19.

" Peter writes of one of the purposes of affliction, saying:
““He that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin,”
(I Pet. 4:1)

So one of God’s purposes may be to allow tribulation and
affliction to come to purify those who are not ready for
‘entrance into His holy presence, For does our Lord not
say, “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which
no man shall see the Lord:"’ Heb, 12:14, _

Just as many of our Prisoners of War had their faith
perfected as a result of tortures and imprisonment, so
Peter would remind us of how it will be with believers, saying:
““The trial of your faith, being much more precious than of
gold - that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be
found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing
of Jesus Christ.”” (I Peter 1:7) -

. Notice, it is in view of our blessed hope of Christ’s
appearing that we are told: ‘‘And.every nian that hath this
hope in him purifieth himself, evenas heis pure.” (I John 3:3)

.- We would ask--What if a believer who is living in known
sin does not purify himself, does not come clean from filthy
practices and unclean habits which the Scriptures condemn?
Is there any choice butfor God to allow the purifying judgment
of the Great Tribulation to serve as a furnace of affliction
upon the sinful and digobedient?

Thus, the Apostle John writes: ‘““And now, little children,
abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have
confidence, and not bhe ashamed before him at his coming.””
{I John 2; 28)

The Apostle goes on to explam- ““Whosoever abideth
in him sinneth nct.”” So to abide in Christ means to be
ready by the attitude of our lives, not living in wilful known
gin, lest as the Greek rendering of this previous verse
reads, ‘‘in shame we shrink back from him at his coming,”’
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"How many will not be ready for the coming of the Loxd?
Did not Jesus again remind us:  “‘Many will say to me in
that day, lLord, Loxrd, have we not prophesied'in thy name?
and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done
many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them
I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work 1n1qu1ty.
(Matt, 7:21-23) ,

Did you hear it?.

What a high standard of profesgion to be doing all that,
Yet because of sin in the lives of those who performed these
acts, and on account. of iniquity our Lord says: *‘I never knew
you,”” It is therefore obvious that we can believe, and yet
if we never truly repent, our Lord doesn’t know us, and does
not accept our faith, For faith without works is dead,

11. Finally, (but not last) the evidence of many missing

?118 rapture to go through the tr1bu1at10n is 111ustrated in the
ood, .

As Noah rode over the ﬂood 80 the raptured saints will

be raised by being- “‘caught up’’ into the presence of our
wonderful Lord at His coming. And as many during the
flood called upon the Lord, amid the choking, screaming
cries of repentance, our .Lord heard, and when He died He
went to these spirits in theéir captivity and preached anto
them, : . .
Peter writes: °‘‘For Christ,,,,went and preached unto the
spirits in prison; which sometime were disobedient, when
once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah,
while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, elght
souls were saved by water,”” (I Pet, 3:19~20)

And why did our Lord preach to those who died in the
. flood? We read: *‘For this cause was the gospel preached
also to them that are dead, that they might be Judged according
to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spu'lt.”
(I Pet, 4:6)

It is difficult for us to.understand the workings of God’
grace, as well as His chastemngs. But concerning the Corin-
thian fornicator you’ll recall Paul committed him - *‘unto
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the s;nrit may be
saved in the day of the Yord Jesus Christ,”” (I Cor. 5:5)

So, it is our conviction that the great tribulation will be
God’s judgment upon the disobedient, whose fate may be the
destruction of their flesh by cruel tortures ending in death,
although .God’s grace will permit their prayers to be heard
as they cry unto him in the agony of repentance.
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Think of what it would be like for Jesus to come today and
you were left behind, Would you not search your heart to
discover the reason why?- And as God reveals-in your own
conscience the disobedience in following the fleshly lusts
and worldly pursuits instead of living in holy anticipation
for the heavenly bridegroom, would you not determine to die
for your faith in Jesus Christ rather than surrender to the
Antichrist? It will be terrible, for you cannot buy or sell
unless you accept an identifying mark, Many will succumb
to the temptation to satisfy their stomach’s desire rather
than starve to death, o o

On the other hand, a great multitude which no man can
number will face the tribulation knowing they ‘did not heed
our message, “‘Be ye therefore ready.” Like foolish virgins
they chose to go on their merry way, ridiculing the message
of “*holy living’’ in view of Christ’s coming, thinking all was
right so long as they made a profession of faith in Christ,

What anguish!  What disappointment! What unparalleled
trouble ahead! What great awful tribulation which Jesus
'said was Hke no other period in the world’s history--‘‘not
gince the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever
shall be.”” And he added, ‘‘Except those days should be
shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s
‘sake those days shall be shortened,”

While some think only the Jews are referred to here as
the *‘elect” we are ever more convinced that many who
looked for the rapture will miss this glorious event, and will
constitute the elect of the Endtime, The reference to ““saints®’
in the tribulation is often mentioned inthe book of the Revela-
tion in- reference to believers enduring the wrath of the
Antichrist, and there is no other explanation than that many
will migs the rapture, - - h

Thus, we would conclude in the words of Jesus who-
warned us saying: ‘‘And take heed to yourselves, lest at any
time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunken-
ness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you
unawares, For as a snare shall it come on all them that
dwell on the face of the whole earth,”” '

Did you hear it? . : -

Our Lord warned, saying: ‘““Watch ye therefore, and pray
always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son
of man.”” (Luke 21:34-36)

What does it mean to be ‘‘accounted worthy?’’ Sarah
Foulkes Moore observes: ‘It means the perfection of
spiritnal character attained in an overcoming life, It means
devotion to the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. It means
a daily walk like that of Enoch whois a type of the translation
saints and who had ‘this testimony, that he pleased God,” *’
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May we ask you, are you praying to escape the coming
great tribulation as Jesus warned? Or doyou accept the idea
that trusting Christ as Saviour automatically secures our
position at the rapture?

Oh, may we heed the admomtmns and warnings of God’s
Word that remind us “‘toc make our calling and election
sure.”’ Not only are we called upon to heed the grace of God
in salvation; but the grace of God also teaches us ‘‘that
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world: Looking for
that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us,
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto
‘himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.’

Do you think you can live as you please and excuse your
sin .as covered by the grace of God?

. This Scripture teaches otherwise. Rather, the grace of God
calls us. to holy living, and urges us to forsake worldly lusts
for purity reflected in our behaviour and pattern of living,
The church of Jesus Christ is the bride of our Lord and
Saviour. And God’s purpose is .to present to Himself “a
glorious chuyrch, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish,>’

Are you a part of this Bride?

If so, God’s message to youmay be summed up as follows:

“*Despise not prophesyings, Prove all things; hold fast
that which is good. Abstain from all appearance of evil, And
the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God
" your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,”

- What an assignment! Is it possible for God to preserve us
blameless until His coming?

The  next verse reads: “Falthful is he that calleth you,
who also will do it.”’ (I Thess, 5:20-24)

Yes, we belleve you can be ready if you want to be for
our Lord’s return,

For our Lord hath said, “Be ye therefore ready also-
for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not,’
(Luke 12:40) .
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POSSIBLE ERRORS
CONCERNING THE RAPTURE

As many were mistaken concerning Christ’s first coming,
so we bhelieve there will be many unprepared for His Return,

Our Lord appeared as a lowly babe while he was expected
to come as a reigning monarch, '

Christ was born in astable; when it was expected He would
be born in a palatial mansion, ' '

- It was expected that men would crown Him king, Instead
He was crucified, '

No, our Lord did not come as King but as Saviour, and
was unrecognized by the vast majority of mankind, even
though He came through the lineage of David and fulfilled
all of the prophecies spoken of Him.

Similarly, we can be sure our Lord’s second coming will
find' many unprepared for events which surround the Rapture
and His glorious return to earth,

"For instance, here might be some of the errors surround.-
ing His second coming: '

" ERROR No, 1,..That all believers, regardless of carnality
or sin in the life, will be raptured when Jesus comes,

Accordingly, if this is believed, then all of the admoni-
tions and warnings given to believers tobe ready for Christ’s
coming are unnecessary, What about those Scriptures
urging us to be sober (I Peter 4:7); to watch and pray always
(Luke 21:38); to be patient (James 3:7-8); to be faithful
(Matt, 25:33); to be holy (Heb, 12:14) and to be ready (Matt.
24:44) in view of our Lord’s unannounced return? -

Dr, V, Raymond Edman once said: ‘‘The imminent return
of the Lord Jesus Christ is a powerful scriptural incentive
to watchfulness and preparation for His return,..a powerful
incentive to holiness and consistency of life,”’

Do you agree? o
. One well-known. Bible teacher stated that when our Lord
returns, He will rapture some from the theatre and the
tavern., Of course, it Is asserted that at the judgment seat
of Christ all will be forgiven and the consequences may be
a loss of rewards, .

We believe the Bible teaches that the Rapture may be a

‘reward, It is the crown tothose who love Christ’s appearing,

(2 Tim, 4:8) . ) .
To say our readiness depends to some degree on our own

preparation is labeled by some as “‘works®’, whereas, we are

saved by ‘‘grace.”’

While we admit it is by grace we are saved, yet we point
out that when the l.ord comes He will take our works into
congideration, Listen to Rev, 22:12 where our Lord says:
“‘Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give
every man according as his work shail be.”

Did you hear it?
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Then there are those who say that were the Lord to take
some believers and leave the rest behind, it would rend the
House:  of God--the Church, Yet, this is exactly what our
Lord warned against, saying: ‘This know, that if the good-
man of the house had known what hour the thief would come,
he would have watched, and not have suffered his house to
be broken through, . Be ye therefore ready also; for the Son
of man cometh at an hour when ye think not,”’ (Luke 12:39 40)

Again, the accusation is made that the ‘“last generation’’
would be penalized if Christ atthat time raptures only those
who are ready. Actually, the last generationis the Laodicean
Church age which finds many neither hot nox cold but “‘luke-
warm,” - So our Lord is seen having no choice but to allow
the chastening fires of tribulation to try the faith of those
lllvmg at that time that they may come forth as gold, (I Pet,

7

)Also, it is said that for some behevers to be left behind
to go through the tribulation would serve as a sort of purging
time, With this idea the Scriptures agree, for in Dan, 11:33
we read: “‘And some of them of understanding shall fall,
to try them and to PURGE, and to make them white, even
to the time of the end,”” Again in Dan, 12:10 we read: “Many
shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked
shall do wickedly,”

W, H, Hubbard writes: ”'I‘he greatr tribulation is the
chastening iires, over which the Lord gits as the refiner
of silver, watching, guarding, these. imperfect, unfit, un-
worthy, but loved ones, until the dross has been purged and
they are ready to reign with Him and to ‘offer unto the Lord
an offering in righteousness.’ **Mal, 3;3)

While many agree that God chastens His own that go
astray, yet they cannot see the tribulation as a time of
chastening, Our Lord says concerning the Laodiceans,
“As ‘many as I love I.chasten: be zealous therefore, and
repent,’ .

How much plamer can the Scriptures get?

The tribulation will serve as a time of (rial for the
endtime church that is plagued by worldliness, characterized
by lukewarmness, beset with apostasy, and stained with
uncleanness, Divorce and remarriage among professing
Christians in opposition to God’s Holy Word, along with
immoral practices and immodest dress and behaviour must
surely be dealt with as our Lord comes for a church that is
“‘withot spot or wrinkle or any such thing.’’ (Eph. 5:27)

God’s promise is to- keep the Philadelphia Church from
this hour of trial because they have heeded God’s Word and
patiently kept it, (Rev 3:10)
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As Dr. Joseph Hoffman Cohn observes: ‘*‘Apparently,
the  Philadelphian and Laodicean churches are to exist
contemporaneously during the closing days of the age; the
church of Philadelphia being the faithful believers to whom
is promised deliverance, and that of Laodicea, the apostate
professors finally to be spued out,”” '

Finally, evidence of one locking for His Lord’s coming
but left behind with unbelievers is clearly taught by Jesus,
Concerning the servant that prepared not himself, our Lord
‘taught that His coming will be ‘at an hour when he is not
aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his
portion with the UNBELIEVERS, ‘' (Luke 12:46)

This Scripture clearly teaches that if we don’t prepare
adequately we will be left behind with unbelievers,

How careful we should be to heed these Scriptures, The
Bible admonighes: “If we judge ourselves we would not be
judged. ° But when we are judged, we are chastened of the
Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world,”
{1 Cor, 11;31-32)

. Today let us come to Christ and seek His forgiveness
by repenting from all known sin, Let us renounce all the
hidden things of dishonesty in our lives and with the power
of the Holy Spirit, seek to be overcomers,

ERROR No. 2,..That millions will be missing at the
rapture,

Jude declares, quoting Enoch: ‘‘Behold the Lord cometh
with TEN THOUSANDS of hig saints,,.”* (Jude 14)

The amount of saints to be raptured may be s0 minimal
80 as not to be missed, If Enoch was a type of the rapture,
and he was the only one taken, what right have we to expect
to see “‘millions”’ raptured?

© Yes, we admit it will be wonderful if millions will be
raptured, but Enoch’s reference to *“TEN THQUSANDS
puts a limit to the number who will be caught up for that
marriage supper, and later will reign with Christ,

On the other hand, the number of those left behind to
go through the tribulation is-expressed as a ‘‘great multi-
tude which no man could number.?’ - .

So we might question whether there will be millions
missing! o

 ERROR No. 3...That all babies will be raptured.

C.M,Ward of REVIVALTIME writes: “‘Suddenly, “n a
moment, in the twinkling of an. eye’ (I Cor, 15:52) there
will be a planet without an infant.”” Says Dr, Ward, “It is
inconceivable that ‘little children’ judged irinocent - should
be left behind to face the Great Tribulation..,”

We would hope Dr. Ward is correct.

. Our Lord, in referring to the days of vengeance, declared;
‘Woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give
suck, in those days!’’ Luke 21.22,
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We are not dogmatic to declare that little children will
be left behind at the rapture, but we do see the time of
intense suffering coming upon the world as applicable to all
except those found worthy to escape as judged by God’s stand
ards,

We are reminded in I Cor 7:14, that children are pro-
tected in the event one of the parents is a believer, and are
thus considered ‘holy,”” For we read: ‘‘The unbelieving
husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife
is sanctified by the husband else were your children un-
clean; but now are they holy.”

Thus, we see where children of a saved parent may be
protected in the time of rapture. Otherwise, we offer little
hope for unsaved infants who may share this endtime judg-
ment along with their parents o

ERROR No. 4...That all believers are destined to be
kings and priests,

While it is true that our Lord taught that falthfulness
would be rewarded and depending upon the use of our “‘talents’’
we would reign over certain cities; yet it is understandable
that surely there must be sub_]ects to be ruled over, as
well as kings and priests, (See Luke 19:16-19).

- Reminds me of the time when as children we played
cowboys and Indians, If all wanted to be cowboys, then the
game could not be played for some had to be the Indians,

So, the right to reign with Christ maydepend upon certain
accomplishments or attainments, As we read in 2 Tim,
2:12, ““If we suffer, we shall also reign with him.”’

. Now concerning the raptured group, in Rev, 5:9-10, it is
specifically stated concerning these redeemed out of every
kmdred and tongue, and people, and nation that they are

““made unto our God kings and prlests and we shall reign
on the earth,”

However, . concerning those who apparently missed the
rapture, and who are seen going throughthe great tribulation,
it is said they ‘‘are before the throne of God, and SERVE
Him day and night in His temple,” (Rev. 7:15)

Which would you sooner be--a KING and PRIEST, or a
SERVANT?

This, we believe, is what the Scripture means when it
says we're to make our calling and election sure, We can
remain a . believer, or we can give up all to follow Christ
and choose to be one of His disciples. In a sense we realize
all will ultimately reign with Christ (Rev, 22:5) but see a
difference between being a king and a servant,
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ERROR No. 5....That the 144,000 sealed Israelites will
win the ‘‘great mulritude’ in Rev, 7;14 to Christ during the
tribulation period.

Even Dr, Howard C, Estep admits there are many Scrip-
tural snags if you try to believe this theory He calls such a
belief a ““traditional assumption, and it’s not based wholly
and completely upon the Word of God.”’

We agree,. The Jews will be hunted down, persecuted
and killed during this “time of Jacob’s trouble,”” The Jews
which escape wiil no doubt be shut away in a place God has
prepared for them which many believe to bethe ancient stone
city of Petra. We cannot visualize Jews on street corners
of "the world winning converts as did the Apostle Paul,
which is a current theory,

As Dr, Estep concludes: ““Therefore, logically and Scrip-
turally, if the remnant of Israel, (the 144,000),...are shut
away during the last half of the 70th week of Daniel, how
would they preach the Gospel during the Tribulation perlod'?”

ERROR No. 6,...That we need not be Holy to meet the
Lord as Hebrews 12:14 declares,

Again, there are those who assume that the grace of God
in salvation sees us justified and ready for the coming of
the Lord,

While we rejoice in the grace of God and full salvation
yet we are reminded of Paul’s letter to Titus wherein he
writes: “‘For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly, in this present world; looking for that blessed hope,
and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, that he might redeem
us from all iniquity...”” Tit, 2:11-14 :

Did you hear it? :

Jude also warns of those who turn the grace of God into
lasciviousness (or loose, careless living), (Jude 4)

Jesus related how many will say in that day, ““Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful
works? And then (says Jesus) will I profess unto them, I
never knew you: depart from me, ye. that work iniquity,”’

So you see our iniquity (8in) can keep us from being
ready for the coming of the L.ord,

. For this reason the Scriptures emphasize:; ““Follow
peace with 'all men, and holiness, without which no man
shall see the Lord.”” Heb, 12;14

Again, concerning those who meet the Lord, we read:
“Blessed and HOLY is he that hath part in the flrst resur-
rection.”’ Rev, 20:6
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We might add that when our Lord comes He will not divide
men into ‘“‘saved’ and ‘‘unsaved’ as we might think.
Rather, He 'makes four 'separate - distinctions according
to Rev, 22:11-12; There are the unjust, the fllthy, the righteous
and the holy,

To be ready for the rapture it would seem we must be
among ' the righteous and the holy,  What do you think?

ERROR No, 7...That God’s Spirit will be withdrawn from
the earth following the rapture and no one can be saved.

We don’t want to convey the idea of a second chance, for
if anyone rejects Christ now, it is doubtful that he will accept
Him during the tribulation knowing the consequences that
he may have to die for his faith,

However, the Scriptures do indicate that Joel’s prophecy
concerning the outpouring of the Spirit is related to the time
when ‘‘the sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon
into blood.’’ And it is stated: ‘It shall cometo pass, that
whosoever shall ‘call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved,”” Acts 2:20-21,

Thus, while we see the Holy Spirit withdrawn in those
believers who are caught up at the time- of the Rapture,
we likewise see where God’s Spirit is active upon the earth
during the awful tribulation perlod It is a case of “where
sin abounds, grace doth also abound.

In fact, God sends His two witnesses that from them w111
flow the golden oil, (Zech. 4:6, 14) (Rev. 11:3-4)

ERROR No. 8....That believers need not pray for Christ
to return, '

How wrong! Our Lord said: ‘“Watch ye therefore, and
pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape
all these things that shall come to pass, and l:o stand before
the Son of man,”’ Luke 21:36,

We're told Sam Rutherford knew how to pray for our Lord’s
coming, Here are several of his prayers:

“Oh, when will we meet? Oh, how long is it to the
dawning of the marriage day? O sweet Jesus, take wide
steps! O my Lord, come over mountains at one stridel O
my Blessed, flee as a roe or young hart upon the mountains
of separation! Oh, if He would fold the heavens together
like an old cloak, and shovel time and days out of the way,
and make ready in haste the Lamb’s wife for her Husband!

““O fairest among the song of men, why stayest Thou
s0 long away? O heavens, move fast! O time, run, run, and
hasten the marriage day, for love is tormented with delays!
O ‘angels, O sgeraphim who stand before Him, O blessed
spirits who now see His face, set Him on high; for when ye
have worn your harps in His praise, all is too little, and is
nothing, to cast the smell of the praise of that fair flower,
that fragrant Rose of Sharon, through many worldst”
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ERROR  No. 9,,..That no preparation is needed to be
ready for the rapture.

Agam, this is a false assumption, After remmdmg us of
the time when our Lord shall appear, John testifies; ““And
every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even
as he is pure,’” (I John 3;2-3)

John - further conveys the idea that some believers will
shrink back at our Lord’s coming, unprepared to meet Him,
He writes; ‘‘And now, little children, abide in him, that when
he shall appear, we may have conf1dence and not be ashamed
before him- at his coming.*’ (I John 2: 28) Vincent, referrmg
to this passage, says: ‘‘The fundamental thought is that of
- separation and shrinking from God through the shame of
congcious guilt,”’ Dr, Wuest similarly comments this trans-
lation might be rendered: ‘‘...whenever He is made visible,
We ‘may...not ‘be made to slirink away from Him in shame at
His coming. and personal appearance,’’ Dr, Wuest further
maintains that this passage refers to the day when our Lord
“‘comes from heaven into the atmosphere of this earth to
catch out His Bride, the church,”

. When R,A, Torrey was asked, what constitutes readiness
for the comi_ng‘of the Lord, he replied: ‘‘Separation from
the world’s indvlgence of the flesh, from the world’s im-
mersion in the affairs of this life, and intense daily earnest-
ness in prayer,”’

Commenting on the need of readiness for Christ’s coming,
Dr, M, R, DeHaan wrote: ‘““There is no greater incentive
to holiness. than the consiant expectation of our Lord’s
return at any time,”’

ERROR No, 10....That the rapture is a gift included in
our salvation and not a “‘crown’ or “reward”'for those who
are ready.

From the previous Scr1ptures given, we can’t help but
wonder whether the ‘‘rapture is the reward of readiness!’

As Ira E, David notes: ‘““We believe that the frequent
exhortations in the Scriptures to watch, to be faithful, to he
ready for Christ’s coming, to live Sp1r1t ~filled 11ves, all
suggest that translation is a reward,”

The Apostle Paul said: *1 press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus,”
The margin says ‘‘upward calling.”” Again Paul wrote; *‘If
by any means I might attam unto the resurrection of the
dead.”” (Phil. 3:11,14)

" What did he mean? :
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G. M, Pember comments: ‘‘Paul unmistakeably affirms
that these high privileges are a prize and not a gift, and
are accessible only by the gate of the first resurrection--
a gate through which, after all his sacrifices and labours
and sufferings for Chr1st he was not yet absolutely sure
that he would be permiitted to pass. Just before his death,
however, it was graciously revealed to him that he was one of
the approved...But, at the time when he was writing to the
Philippians, - he could not speak with such confidence.”’

Our- Lord urged us saying: ‘“Watch and pray always that
ve may be accounted worthy to escape ali these things that
shall come to pass, and to stand before the son of man.,*’
{Luke 21:36) We’re quick to reply that our worthiness will
never save us, and this is true, _

However, other Scriptures similarly sound a same call,
Paul, writing to the Thessalonians, speaks of “being counted
Worthy of the kingdom of God.” (II Thess, 1:5) Again, he
declares concerning our Lord’s coming--‘“We. pray always
for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling...”
2 Thess, 1:11,

So, as W, H, I—Iubbard obgerves: “To escape the great
tribulation and be able to stand before the Son of man, are
not unconditioned gifts' of love or grace, but rewards and
privileges for those who are accounted worthy of them,’

. CONCL.USION:

Now we know many will refuse to accept thls message. They
will claim ‘the standard is too high, that no one can attain
unto it,

However, Peter speaks of an ‘‘abundant entrance’ into
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. Why
consider getting to heaven by the skin of our teeth, or as
by fire! Rather, if we are truly a part of the Bnde of Christ
we will be ready!

Ag we read, “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour
to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and HIS WIFE
HATH MADE HERSELF READY, And to her was granted
that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white;
for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.”’ (Rev, 19:7-8)

Incidentally; the Williams Translation says: ““The linen
signifies the upright deeds of God’s people.’ Phlllips says:
“Such llvmg is the righteous living of the saints,’

So it is important how we live in view of Christ’s coming,

May we make sure we know Christ as Saviour and Lord,
and that we’re found living for His soon coming. For He
hath said; ‘“‘Be ye therefore ready also, for in guch an hour
as ye think not, the Son of man cometh!®”
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Be Ye Alse Ready

Testimony

MINISTER’S WIFE .CONVERTED.TO A BELIEF IN THE
RAPTURE THROUGH READING BIBLE-BASED BOOKLETS
FROM THE RADIO BROADCAST.....

Gordon Wood writes from New Zealand: *‘My dear wife
and 1 have never quite agreed over prophecy, [ have a
Plymouth Brethren background who teach the rapture (of
all believers) but Olive couldn’t see the Rapture of any kind
in Scripture. = She is at the hospital and hag been reading
your papers at leisure, One.of them must have mentioned a
specific Scripture about this because last night she said:
“T am converted at last!” T said, “‘Not the rapture?’’ and
she said: - “*Yes, she had never read it so clear before -
for those who are waiting and ready!’’ So, praise the Loxd.
So I, said, *“Well, we. will both be caught up together after
all.’ R _

MINISTER APOLOGIZES FOR SAYING “PARTIAL-RAPTURE
THEORY’ WAS BEING PREACHED, WHEN HE NOW UNDER-
STANDS THE MESSAGE BEING PROCLAIMED IS SIMPLY
‘“BE YE THEREFORE READY,,.!”

A minister writes.... R '

“I am sorry for saying I shall not listen to you and do
not want your material because I may think vou believe in.a
partial-rapture when the truth of the matter is that you be-
lieve in separation from sin and a consecration to God of our
bodies and minds to His service, s .

““‘Forgive me as I understand you in every detail. Holy
living is what God wants but in my life is a besetting sin
which should not. be, My name is in the Lamb’s Book of
Life but as a child of God I must face Him on unconfessed
gin, [ tell Him I am sorry and so I am, but in my weakness
I go into this weakness. Pray for me,

‘“‘Send your "material. I shall never again say anything
against God’s anointed person, Of all the ones I hear on
Radio, you tell of the separated life and the end times more
than anyone. 1 feel you are one of my best friends. Yours
in Jesus.” '
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This may be the day!
Am I Ready?

An editorial in CHRISTIANITY TODAY relates how there
is not the interest inour Lord’s Coming as there should be,
The magazine states: *‘Prior to World War I, many pulpits
sounded forth the note of the possible imminent return of
Jesus Christ to earth,”’ Notes this magazine; ‘‘Since that
time, eschatology has taken a back seat, and as a pulpit
topic in the church the end time has given way to more
mundane matters, such as feeding the hungry, prevem:mg
war, and birdiug up the wounds of the sick,””

While we need to be concerned about the needs of the

. world about us, our interest in our Lord’s Return should
not wane but increase with each passing hour,

The eaitorial continues: ‘‘Paul wrote to Titus about

" ‘awaiting our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of
our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave him- .
self for us to redeem us from all iniquity.” (2:13,14)
-Somehow the Church does not seem to be allght with l:hlS-
hope,’” notes this periodical, :
Indeed, how sadly true!

Dr. Claude A, Ries has cautioned: “‘The truth of the
Second Coming of our Lord constantly reminds us that this
earth is not our permanent dwelling place, that we are
pilgrims here, and that we ‘look for acity which hath foun- -
dations, whose builder and maker is God.’ Therefore, we.
must hold lightly the things of this world, and all of earth’s
activities should be carried on with the eternal viewpoint -
ever in mind,”

It is in view of this Blessed Hope of our Lord’s soon
appearing that we should realize that He who has called us
to *‘be-ready’’ will also keep us ready for that all-—glormus_ :
day of rapture,
- For example, in 1 Thess. 5 23 we read “And the very -
God of peace sanctify you wholly, and I pray ‘God your whole
spirit. and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.’

. What an assignment - for ‘‘spirit and soul and body’’ to
be preserved blameless unto the coming of Jesus! .

-But notice the next verse: - ““Faithful is he that calleth .

you, who also will do it!>> Hallelujah!

Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an |

hour as ye think not the Son of mon comefh
(Matthew 24:44.)
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Dave Hunt expresséd himself saying at the rapture
as many as 200 million will be removed from off
the earth. ' .

Lehman Strauss: "It {is sad, but true, that all
saints wi'l not be ready to meet Christ when He"; |
comes for His Church.” '

Dr DeHaan, "Let me sincerely warn you that God
wa~ts His people clean, The Lord will not toler-
ate a defiled bride. God help us to examine our-
selves and make ourselves ready."

DeHaan taught it was one thing to be - believer
and another to be a disciple :





