





true spiritual life and power which Jesus gives.

The first reason for believing a Pope could be the Antichrist is because
he is in a system that does not boldly and fully proclaim Jesus Christ as
Saviour and Lord, without accepting tradition and practices that negate
faith.

During the reign of Pope Constantine (707-714 A.D.) the ruling pontiff
introduced numerous rites and ceremonies. Among these was the
custom of kissing the Pope’s foot. The kissing of the Pope’s toot was an
act of absolute subjection in acknowledgement of his sovereignty as the
Vicar ot Christ.

In the original Greek, “antichrist” means “Vice-Christ” or “Vicar of
Christ.” Thus, ANTICHRISTOS is the word used to refer to one who
poses as Christ on earth.

In the second place, when have you heard a Pope speak of the soon
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ? Catholics are blind to the teaching of
eschatology. They don’t hear it taught in their church,

In 2 John 7 we read: “Many deceivers are entered into the world, who
confess not that Jesus Christ is coming (Greek—erchomenon—still to
come) in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.”

Did you hear it?

The Revised Standard Version reads, “For many deceivers have gone
out into the world wha will not acknowledge the coming of Jesus Christin
the flesh: such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist.”

Ask any Catholic if the event we call the Rapture—when our Lord is
seen coming for His own—is ever taught in their church. What about 1
Thes. 4:16-17 which relates this glorious coming of Christ for His own?

As Porcelli in his hook, THE ANTICHRIST, writes: “The spirit of an-
tichrist ‘denies’ the true humanity of of Jesus Christ, for it confesses not
that He is come already in the flesh, and is coming again in the flesh. So
doing, men are liars and deceivers and antichrists.”

Says Porcelli of 2 John 7, “The obvious meaning of thatteaching is that
Jesus Christ was a real man of proper humanity, who really died, really
" rose again, really ascended to Heaven, and will really return from Heaven
in His human body of glorified, but real flesh.”

This is not taught nor believed; therefore, John denounces those

teachers as antichrists,
Dr. J.A. Wylie, in his book on THE PAPACY IS THE ANTICHRIST, says:

“He who does not confess when he is called to do so, denies. Such is the
use of the word in these applications all through the New Testament.

Such is the use John makes ofitin this very passage: ‘For many deceivers
are entered inlo the world who confess not that Jesus Christ is come In
the flesh.’ It is clear that Antichrist, as depicted by our Lord and by His
Apostle John, is to wear a mask, and to profess one thing and to act
another. He is to enter the Church as Judas entered the garden—
professedly to kiss his Master but in reality to betray Him. He isto be a
counterfeit Christ. If Antichrist must necessarily be a deceiver—a false
Chrlst—lhen no atheist, or body of atheists, can be Antichrist.”

In the third place, the Pope gives evidence to being the Antichrist hy

promoting a one-world religion under his primacy.
Dr. John Walvoord, president of Dallas Theological Seminary, once
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declared: “The evidence of the ecumenical movement in the world, and
the existence of the United Nations in the political scene are signs to us of
the lateness of the hour.”

The ecumenical movement is an attempt by various religious
denominations to merge into one vast Super Church.

In Revelation 17 a woman is seen riding a scarlet-coloured beast. While
we believe the beast is representative of a revived Roman Empire, the
woman is said to be “that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the

earth.” (Rev. 17:18)

We believe that city to be Rome, for mention is alsc made of the “seven
mountains” on which the woman sitteth. Rome was founded upon seven
hills.

: However, it is well to note the scope of Rome’s rule as “over the kings of
- the earth.”

When Pope John Paul 1l visited Manila, he called for a dialog among
Christians, Buddhists, Moslems and Hindus in what the Vatican describ-
ed as the “most far-reaching call for interfaith dialog ever made by a Pon-
tife.” :
in a statement broadcast on shortwave, the Pope said: “The church of

Jesus Christin this age experiences a profound need to enter into contact
-and. dialog with all these religions.”

He repeated, “All Christians must, therefore, be committed to dialog
with the believers of all religions, so that mutual understanding and
collaboration may grow, so that moral values may be strengthened, so
that God may be praised in all creation.”

He concluded by saying, “What seems to bring together and unite,ina
particular way, Christians and the believers of other religions is an
acknowledgement of the need for prayer as an expression of man’s
spirituality directed toward the absolute.” (PHILADELPHIA BULLETIN
2/22/81)

This call to unity is a sign that we are living in the last days. The World
Church, under the papacy, is a definite planned possibility which will no
doubt take place after the church is gone. For following the Rapture, we
can expect a devilish trinity composed of Satan, the false prophet and the
beast world ruler to unite in a political-religious confederacy. In Scripture
it is called MYSTERY BABYLON, composed of a world religious
amalgamation headed up by the papacy, and a political union led by a
world leader who is worshipped as God. ‘ .
. Especially among Christian denominations do we see this call to unity.
Since 1908, Catholics have observed a prayer crusade for a return of all
non-Catholic Christians to the “One-Fold” ot Romanism. This we’re told
would be in fulfiliment of John 17 where our Lord prayed “that all may be
one.”

While we believe itis God’s will that true believers fellowship together, it
must be on the basis of genuine spiritual unity and not merely one of join-
ing forces for the sake of ecumenicity.

Britain’s Queen Elizabeth 1i met with the Pope, saying: “We support the
growing movement of unity between the Christian churches throughout
the world.” She said she welcomed the “growing dialogue” between the
Anglican Communion and the Roman Catholic Church.

Cardinal Heenan of Great Britain has testified, “The ultimate object of
ecumenism is to unile all Christians under the Vicar of Christ, the Pope of
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Rome.”

John Buckman Walthour, a former West Point chaplain, upon ac-
cepting the post of Dean of Atlanta’s Cathedral of St. Philip, told of his
ecumenical desire.

Said Walthour: “l live for the day when the Episcopal church will spon-
sor a bazaar in a Baptist church, at which a Jewish auctioneer will sell
goods for the benefit of a Roman Catholic orphanage.”

. The ecumenical effort of the Pope that finds religion uniting under the
papacy is no doubt the Antichrist system of the endtime that finds our
Lord pleading, “Come out of her my people, that ye be not partakers of
her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” (Rev. 18:4)

- Many, including evangelicals, see no harm in giving recognition to
Rome and to papal primacy, but we believe this to be the forerunner.of the
Antichrist System.

- Our hope should be in the Lord Jesus Christ upon whom the true
" church is being built upon the faith of all who receive Him as Saviour and
Lord. We're reminded that at Christ’s Return, “He shall shew, who is the
blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords.” Hallelu-
jah. (1. Tim. 6:15) .

In closing we would ask—Is He your Saviour? He will not share His
glory with another. He alone is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. “No man
cometh unto the Father but by me,” said Jesus,

S0 receive Him today as your Saviour. Invite Him into your life by pray-
ing, “Lord Jesus, come into my heart and save me. Forgive me of all my
sins, for | believe you died on the cross for me and rose again. You
promised that it | confess my sins with a desire to forsake them you would
forgive me and cleanse my heart from all unrighteousness. | do now
receive Your forgiveness and Your peace along with the gift ofeternal Ilfe
which You promise to all who believe. Amen.” .

Pray that prayer and mean it. And then live for Jesus every day because
he is coming soon. Don't accept false Christs or the Antichrist, but look
for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. :

- For He hath said, “Be ye therefore ready also for in such an hour as ye
think not, the Son of man cometh.”
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The Chief Rabbinate Building.

WILL ISRAEL ACCEPT A
FALSE MESSIAH?

An Associated Press account (April, 1981) relates how many Israelis
feel about their country, stating that the only hope is for a man who will
dictate to Israel.

If public opinion polls and comments from average citizens are a
barometer of the feeling within Israel, then there is growing sentiment for
dictatorship in Israel. That in substance is what the AP account said.

Typical of the feeling were remarks made by five passengersridingina
taxi from Jerusalem to Tel Aviv. They were heatedly debating what to do
about inflation, strikes, and the political situation. What this country
needed, everyone agreed, was a dictatorship.

This feeling is something like that witnessed in a public oplmon poll
which found 40.8 percent of the Israelis want to “completely change the
political system and set up a strong regime of leaders independent of the
political parties.”

The poll (published by MONITIN, a monthly magazine) stunned the na-
" tion and unleashed a torrent of debate.

Daniel Bloch, a leading political writer, found there was a disturbing
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longing for a leader who would be expected “to rule in an undemocratic
manner: send the army to break strikes, control freedom of speech, apply
the death penalty to rapists and murderers...”

Bud Hunter, in his PROPHECY NEWS BULLETIN (June, 1981),

- observes: “The growing desire for a dictatorship in Israel may shock the
entire world into wondering, “Why?”

He goes on to suggest: “Those who know Bible prophecy aren’tshock-
ed at all because this is just another proof of the soon coming of the Lord
Jesus.”

Hunter explains: “The prophets prophesied that during the Tribulation
Israel would be ruled by a dictator—the Antichrist.” He points out, “Jesus,

‘Himself, told that Israel would someday accept a false Messiah because
they had rejected Him as the true Messiah.”

Said Jesus: “l am come in my Father’s name, and ye receive Me not: if
another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.” (John 5:43)

Would Israel accept a dictator? Would they be led to accept an
‘imposter—a false Messiah?

Without question Israelis in trouble. inflation reached 132.9 percent in
1980. A rising crime wave has gripped the state, with old people being
robbed and murdered, with drugs and prostitution increasing alarmingiy.

- Among those who await a coming Messiah who can solve Israel’s
problems are some three thousand ultraorthodox Jews, who occupy the
Meah Sharim quarters. Their main business in life is studying the Talmud
and praying for mankind.

The men wear sidelocks, bull beards, and wide-brimmed black hats; the
woman shave their heads on marriage and go about in wigs. Little girls
must not reveal any more of their bodies than faces and hands: they wear
thick stockings reaching halfway up the thighs, wrist-length sleeves and
jackets buttoned below the chin, even in hot weather.

The Meah Sharim Jews refuse to acknowledge the government of
Israel, believing the Messiah alone can found a legitimate state. For Him
they have waited patiently, lo these two thousand years..

How sad to know Messiah has already come—Jesus the Messiah. But
He was rejected by many. As John records: “He came unto his own but his
own received him not.” Then the call goes out, “But, as many as received
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name.” (John 1:11-12)

There are those today, who, by reading the Bible, recognize Jesus to be
their Messiah, with the Spirit of God bearing witness to the Old Testament
prophecies concerning Him.

Then there will come a day when a vast majority will finally recognize
that the one they rejected all along was in truth their Messiah, Zechariah
records what will happen. We read: “And one shall say unto him, What are
these wounds in thine hands? Then he shall answer, Those with which |
was wounded in the house of my friends.” (Zech. 13:6)

In the midst of the awful anguish of great tribulation , there will be divine
intervention, which will bring israel to a knowledge of who their true
Messiah really is—the crucified and risen Lord.

Again Zechariah recounts this act of the Almighty, saying: “And | will
pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the
spirit of grace and of supplicaiionss;aand they shall look upon me whom




they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his
only son, and shall be in bittemess for him, as one that is in bitterness for
his firstborn.”

What sadness on the part of those who will realize they rejected the
Lord of glory.

Again we read: “Iin that day shall there be a great mourning in
Jerusalem...” (Zechariah 12:10-11a)

Now, until Messiah comes, Satan will attempt to bring on Ialse
Messiahs and false interpretations as to who or what the Messiah really
is.

Marcus Melchoir of Denmark, a Chief Rabbi, when asked whether
Messiah is a person, replied: “l believe Messianic times would come if the
United Nations were made Messiah.”

Itis to be regretted that many have the conceptofa“homeland” as their
Messiah.

David Ben Gurion, the noted first Premier ot the new Israel, was a man
devoted to the study of Bible history, yet he believed the land was the
“Messiah.”

Dr. Wilbur Smith quoted a Columbia University professor (Dr. S.W.
Barron) as stating: “There could no longer be a belief in a personal
Messiah to redeem the Jewish people and lead it back to Palestine. The
true Messianic hope,” states this professor, “is in a Messianic age when
ethical monotheism, bringing justice and peace also, will be fully realiz-
ed.” Notes this professor: “The mission of Israel is to work collectively for
this prophesied end; this is the new Messiah. All references to a personal
redeemer must be discarded.” (From CHRISTIAN AND RELIGIOUS
HISTORY OF THE JEWS, Vol. 2, page 250)

Yet there are those in Israel who speak of a coming Messiah.

Some lime ago a report circulated in the press of three Israeli rabbis
who dreamed of the coming of the Messiah. But upon investigation there
were denials.

When in Israel, we asked our taxi driver if he could tell us anything
ahout the news report, but he claimed ignorance of it.

However, Elias Freij, the Palestinian mayor of Bethlehem, was more
complimentary. “May it be God’s will,” he said. “The Messiah would solve
all of our problems in the Middle East.”

CHRISTIANITY TODAY reported on the great Maimonides, who not
only taught that there would appear a person of flesh and blood who

- would be the Messiah, but also taught how He may be recognized.

Says this journal: “The Jewish people as a whole believe in the super-
natural personality of the Messiah, a demigod who by some miracles will
inaugurate a state of peace and happiness for the Jews, when God will
provide them with all necessities and luxuries of life. This comfortable life
in the Age of the Messiah is pictured in the Talmud as a wonder world of
ease.

“For example, Rabban Gamaliel says that the soil in Israel will produce
cakes and silk garments, the trees will bear fruit continuously, and the
Jewish women would give birth to chlldren every day.” (Talmud, Shab-
bath 30b)

According to Maimonides, the claimant to Messiahship will be able to
prove the validity of his claim by bringing the Jewish people back to their
ancestral home. He will rebuild the Temple, restore the sacrifices, force
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the Jews to keep all the laws of the Torah, fight God’s wars, subdue all
enemies of the Jewish people, and so on. After he has achieved all of this,
he will be recognized as the true Messiah. _

Bible scholars in Israel say many signs exist that the Messiah may soon
arrive. THE GEMARA, an ancient commentary on the Bible, says that
severe price rises may be an indication that the Messiah is near. As
already stated, Israel already has one of the world’s highest mllallon
rates, over ten times that of the United States.

Hal Lindsey, in his hook, THE TERMINAL GENERATION, explams how
Israel will be drawn into the acceptance of a false Messnah

Says Lindsey: “According to prophecy, the reborn state of Israel wiil be
forced by ever-increasing peril to sign a defense treaty with the coming
dictator of the revived Roman Empire, composed of a ten-nation con-
federacy, which Bible scholars believe is developing through the Euro-
pean Common Market now.”

He adds: “This will prove to be a curse from which only the returning
Messiah can deliver them,” meaning our Lord at His coming.

It was indeed significant in the June 6, 1981 edition of THE
JERUSALEM POST to find an article calling for a mutual defense agree-
ment for Israel. '
. The writer of the article (Yekutiel X. Federman) thought the United
States could best sign such an agreement, stating, “Perhaps it will even
move the European countries and NATOQ, who depend on oil and peace in
the Middle East, to join this new political set-up...”

So, the slage is set. Plans are being contemplated that would fulfil the
prophecy in Daniel 9:27 concerning the coming Antichrist.

Weread concernmg him: “And he shall confirm the covenant with many
for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and
the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall
make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall
be poured upon the desolate.” (Dan. 9:27)

The scene is set, and the time could be right for this covenant betweena
world leader and the Israeli leader, sealing this arrangement of peace
and protectmn _

But, in conclusion, we would point out—we look not for Antichrist.
Rather, witnessing signs such as we have related loday, we await the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We read, “Unto them that look for Him shall He appear the second time

without sin unto salvation.” (Heb. 9:28b)
- We would ask—Are you looking for our Lord lo appear? He is coming
again. Though we don’t know exactly when, we know that He is coming
for those who are ready—those who have repented of their sin to trust the
Saviour; those who have accepted freely of the gift of eternal life and the
fulness of God’s Holy Spirit; those who have found peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ; and those who have recognized and
accepted Him as their Messiah.

Are you looking for Him?

"~ How wonderful we live in a period of history when we can still make the
right choice. So choose Christ as your Lord and Saviour.

And, “Be ye ready also, for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of
man cometh.”
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THERE SHALL BE:

“FALSE
CHRISTS
AND
FALSE
PROPHETS”

One of the signs our Lord gave of His coming was the appearance of
“false Christs, and false prophets,” who would “shew great signs, and
wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very
elect.” (Matt. 24: 24)

§t. Hippolytus, in writing on the Antichrist, pictures him as performmg
miracles of beneficence like those of our Saviour. He will heal lepers,
make the lame 1o walk, cast out demons, raise the dead to life.

We read: “He will therefore appear as having performed miracles
similar to all those wrought by Jesus Christ, in order to eclipse his glory
and purloin to his own advantage the honor due to the true Messiah. But
St. Paul warns us that all those miracles, so numerous and striking, will be
the work of deception. Those miracles will be deceptive in their origin,
deceptive in their nature, deceptive in their torm, deceptive in their object.
Reason and faith assure us that God alone can pertorm genuine miracles.
‘Blessed be the Lord and God of Israel, who alone doeth wonderful
things.’"{Psa. 71:18)

“Hence we are sufficiently warned that those miracles which Antichrist
will attribute to his own divinity are the works of Satan, the father of lies
who performs—and cannot perform any other than—false miracles.”
{From MIDNIGHT CALL, Sept., 1975)

Beloved, do we not need to be warned, lest we fall into the ensnarement
of acceptmg one who outwardly portrays the spirit of Christ, but who may
very well be an imposter?

As Wm. F. Beirnes says in the MIDNIGHT CRY: “This ‘'man of sin’ can-
not show his true nature in the beginning of his career since he is a
deceiver. He is still a deceiver after he reveals his true Satanic nature, but
by that time he will have the world at his feet.”

Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, noted for his radio addresses on the Catholic
Hour, warned, “The Antichrist will not be so called, otherwise he would
have no followers.” Said Sheen, “He will even speak of Christ, and say that
He was the greatest man who ever lived.”
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So may no one be deceived.

There are devout Catholics who believe Pope John Paul I could be the
Antichrist.

The Rev. lan Macpherson, in the PROPHETIC WITNESS, a British jour-
nal, notes that “Cardinal Cushing, of all people, actually says he believes
that Antichrist is the Pope.”

According to St. Cyril of Jerusalem, the Antichrist “will win the esteem
and attachment of mankind by his urbane and unbounded kindness.”

The character of the coming Antichrist will be one of persuasion by his
personality and by the miracles which he is able to do.

Among his wonders is that recorded in Rev. 13:13, where it says, “He
doeth great signs, that he should even make fire to come down out of
heaven upon the earth in the sight of men.”

Again, in 2 Thes. 2:8-9, reference is made to the revelation of that wick-
ed one, believed o be the Antichrist, of whom itis said, “Whose coming is
after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders.”

The late Dr. M.R. DeHaan believed that Judas would be the Antichrist.
For Antichrist is called the “son of perdition,” which is the same title given
to Judas. {2 Thes. 2-3, John 17:12)

Dr. D.M. Panton writes: “That Judas was genuinely an apostle, Peter’s
words make clear: ‘He was numbered among us, and received his portion
in this ministry.’ (Acts 1:17) To the twelve, Judas being actually named
among them (Matt. 10:4), the Lord grants miraculous powers. How far the
gifts of the Holy Ghosl, which Judas thus undoubtedly possessed, and
which inhere permanently (Rom. 11:29), and which therefore can be exer-
cised in resurrection, are retained when conferred on an unbeliever, is a
problem beyond our uninspired solution; but it is not a factor to be
neglected in estimating the False Prophet’s miraculous powers.”

Panton goes on to observe, “Moreover the aposties appear to have had,
and to have known that they had, the power of calling down fire from
heaven (Luke 9:54), and the Lord challenges their spirit, but not their
power...this may account for the False Prophet’s crowning miracle.”

The Rev. J.A. Wylie, writing on THE PAPACY IS THE ANTICHRIST,
notes: “He is to be an imitation of Christ, a close, clever, and astute imita-
tion, which will deceive the world for ages, only those excepted who,
taught by the Holy Spirit, shall be able to see through the disguise and
detect the enemy under the mask of the friend. Antichrist, translated into
English, is “vice-Christ.” Rendered into Greek, it is Antichrist...and if so,
then every time the Pope claims to be the Vicar of Christ, he is the An-
tichrist.”

The Pope is called “Vicarius Filii Dei,” meaning “the Vicar of the Son of
God.” A listener informs us that these words are inscribed on the papal
tiara (triple crown worn by the Pope).

Using Roman numerals: V equals 5, | equals 1, C equals 100, A has no
value, R no value, | equals 1, U {(or V in Latin are the same) equals 5, S no
value, F no value, | equals 1, L equals 50, | equals 1, D equals 500, E no
value, and | equals 1. Add them up and you have 666.

Clarence Larkin, in his commentary on REVELATION, said of the An-
tichrist, “He will be a‘composite’ man, one who embraces in his character
the abilities and powers of Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, Xerxes of Persia,
Alexander the Great of Greece, and Caesar Augustus of Rome. He will
have the marvelous gift of attracting unregenerate men. The irresistible
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fascination of his personalily, his versatile attainments, superhuman
wisdom, great administrative and executive ability, along with his powers
as a consummate flatterer, a brilliant diplomat, and a superb strategist,
will make him the most conspicuous and prominent of men. All these gifts
will be conterred on him by Satan, whose tool he will be...”

W.E. Blackstone, in his book, JESUS IS COMING, calls the Antlchnst
“the culminating manifestation ot Satan.”

We read, “Then entered Satan into Judas Iscariot.” So the devil will
enler the Antichrist. This leads us 1o believe that the Antichrist does not
have to experience an actual death and resurrection, like our Lord did, in
order to be possessed of Satan. However, it must be admitted it would be
more helievable it Antichrist were to die and return to life, proclaiming
destiny had determined he was needed. In reality, it would then be Satan

-living in his body and ruling the world.

At the Lausanne Congress, it was Peter Beyerhaus who made the
remark, “The whole history of mankind is headed for the forthcoming
clash between Christ and Antichrist.”

So the choice is clear for you and for me.

It is absolutely necessary that we come to grips with the realization that
Antichrist may be somewhere on the world scene, It is likewise true that
our Lord’s return hastens, and He could come at any time.

Would we be ready were He to come yet today?

Someone has said, “A man may go to heaven without heaith, without
wealth, without fame, without a great name, without learning, without big
earning, without culture, without beauty, without friends. But, he can’
never go to heaven without Christ.” ‘ )

God may be giving you one final opportunity 1o open your heart to
receive the Saviour.

After all, He comes to you, saying: “| am the Way, the Truth, and the
Life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

You may have believed that you get to heaven by being baptized, join-
ing the church, and praying to one of the saints or to Mary; but, Jesus
declares you must come through Him,

In fact, Peter reminds us, “There is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)

So come to Him today. Do not delay such an lmporlant decision.Open
your heart to the Saviour by inviting Him to come in.

He says: “Behold, | stand at the door and knock: it any man hear my .
voice and open the door, | will come in to him, and will sup with him, and
he with me.” (Rev. 3:20)

Pray this prayer: “Lord, my heart is open. | invite You in. Forgive me of
my sins, for | believe Your blood was shed to cleanse them all away, as
You promised in Your Word. | receive You as my Saviour and Lord, to live
for You untit You come. Keep me faithfully reading Your Word. May |
begin each day by talking to You in prayer, and committing my life to Your
love and care. | commit my loved ones to You as well, to save and to keep
safe from harm and danger. Most of all, may | do Your will, and be ready
when You come. Amen.”

Indeed, “Be ye therefore ready also, for in such an hour as ye think not,
the Son of man cometh.”
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THE
COMING
ANTICHRIST

Head of Antiochus Epiphanes.

Today we would ask, is the Antichrist the “little horn” of Daniel 8?7

It is always a delight to depend upon the Holy Spirit to interpret the
Word of God and unfold its message to the children of God.

One of the most fascinating portions of Scripture is found in Daniel,
chapter eight, where referenceis made to one who undoubtedly is the An-
tichrist, but is prefigured by one—Antiochus Epiphanes.

. Here’s the portion of Scripture to which we refer: “And (there) came
forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward the south and
toward the east, and toward the pleasant land. And it waxed great, even to
the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and of the stars to
the ground, and stamped upon them.”

Now Scofield says that this passage is “confessedly the most difficultin
prophecy.”

Is this then not a challenge to the Holy Spirit to unfold this passage to
us?

When Daniel had seen this vision, the angel Gabriel appeared to him,
saying: “Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the
vision.”

We believe we are living in the “time of the end.”

Daniel was given certain facts, but other parts of the vision were not
clearly revealed.

We are parlicularly concerned with this one who arises, and becomes
so great that he casts down some of the host of heaven and stars to the
ground, and stamps upon them.

What does this mean? What is the significance of this passage?

First, we know that the stars are of such enormous size that no one can
possibly pull them down from the sky and tramp upon them. So we do not
believe this to be a reference to the starry skies that we see when we look
up into the Heavens.

In the second place, the stars could be a reference to Israel and to the
people of God.

- Remember how Joseph once dreamed of the sun, the moon, and eleven
slars bowing down, making obeisance to him? He told his dream to his
father, who had no problem interpreting the dream, saying: “Shall | and
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thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to how down ou rselves to thee
to the earth?”

So, Joseph’s brethren were the “stars” in his dream. ,

Likewise, in Revelation, we have a picture of the exalted Christ as seen
by John. He is seen holding seven stars. The seven stars, we are told later,
are the “angels” or “messengers” of the séven churches whlch John was
also observing in vision form.

Scofield sees these stars as representative of “men sent by the seven
churches 1o ascertain the state of the aged apostle, now an exile in Pat-
mos.” But he notes, “They figure any who bear God’'s message to a
church.”

So stars are representatwe of the salnts or mlnlsters of God.

Even Daniel reminds us: “They that be wise shall shine as the
brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as
the stars for ever and ever.” (Dan. 12:3)

So when Daniel sees one arising who has the power to cast down
“stars” upon the ground, could it be that he is witnessing a time ol
persecution coming to both Jews and Christians in the end time?

All you have to do is 1o read Revelation 13:7, which speaks of the one
ansmg called “the Beast,” who reigns for 42 months as a world emperor
Here is what we read concerning him: “And he opened his mouth in
blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and
them that dweli in heaven. And it was given unto him 1o make war wrth the
saints, and to overcome them; and power was given him over all kindreds,
and tongues and nations. And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship
him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from
the ioundallon of the world.” {(Rev. 13:6-8)

Without question, the world emperor we call the “Antichrist” will have
the power to persecute believers who are on the earth during his reign of
3% years.

Now there are those who cannot see any believer left behind at the rap—
ture, so they say this applies only to Jews who will be converted during
the days of the Antichrisl. Then there are others who read these verses as
suggesting that there will be no Rapture, but that all believers will be left
to go through the tribulation.

G. Campbell Morgan, who is regarded as the “prince of preachers,”
seems to take a more Scriptural view of what will happen when Christ
returns.

Referrmg to the passage in Rev. 7:14, wesee a great multitude of whom
it is said: “These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”
Morgan had this comment: “Personally, | am convinced that not all Chris-
tian people will be taken to be with Christ upon His return, but only those
who by the attitude of their lives are ready for His appearing.”

Now we realize this is an interpretation that is not accepted or un-

_derstood by many of the noted Bible scholars of our day. Some even seek
to read into Morgan’s theology the interpretation that he gave up a belief
in the Rapture, which is not the case.

Rather, may we quote from Morgan in a message he preached on “The
Purifying Hope,” based on the Scripture found in 1 John 1:28 through 3:3.

in 1 John 1:28, we read, “And now, my little children, abide in him; that,
if he shall be manifested, we may have boldness, and not be ashamed
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before him at his coming.”

Writes Morgan: “The ‘if’ casts no doubt upon His appearing, but is in-
dicative of a coming at any time. An alternative possibility is here
suggested as to the attitude of CHRISTIANS at that coming. They may
‘have boldness’ or ‘be ashamed.’ ”

Continues Morgan: “With regard to the first: the word ‘boldness’ (in
place of ‘confidence,’ A.V.) by no means conveys the whole force of the
original. The idea is that we may have the freedom of speech which comes
of the perfect familiarity of friendship.” _

He notes: “We all know the diffidence and awkwardness which come of
the sense of being out of place, paralyzing speech. This, | imagine, would
be the position of most of us if granted a personal interview with Queen
Victoria. Not only should we be at a loss in regard to deportment, but we
should wonder what to say, and be anxious as to whether we had said it
aright or not.”

Says Morgan: “May God help us so to abide in Christ that when He
comes, we may not feel the awkwardness which arises from the con-
straint of being strangers to Him, but that we may be able to say, ‘This is
our Master, we have known Him by faith, and now we see Him. We have
poured into His listening ear the tale of our sorrows in the day of mystery
and darkness, and now we may talk with Him face to face.’ ” (See Isa. 25:9)

Then, says Morgan: “Mark the other possibility,” and comments on the
part of the verse which reads: “_and not be ashamed from Him at His
coming.” (The preposition is “apo,” meaning “away from.”)

Says Morgan: “The picture is that of persons so conscious of un-
readiness that they dare not face Him. The root meaning of the word
‘ashamed’ is ‘disgraced,’ so that it is allowable to read, ‘and not be dis-
graced from him at his coming.’ ”

He notes further: “This is not addressed to the outside world, but to the
believer in Christ.”

And, says Morgan: “In that verse there is a very clear division which, to
my mind, answers the question whether believers may not pass through
the great tribulation.”

Did you hear it?

So, it remained Morgan’s belief that there would be the possibility that
believers wiil go through the tribulation. However, as to who will be ready,
and who will be left behind, is left to the discretion of the individual reader,

His conclusion is as follows: “Some will be ready to enjoy freedom of
access to Christ and iamlharity with Him; but the ‘ittle children’ of God
who have been Imng only in the element of the world will be disgraced at
His appearing.”

Asks Morgan: “What are we to do, as Christian men and women, in the
light of these two possibilities? | give two passages from the Epistle as my
closing words: ‘My little children, abide in him’ and ‘Every one that hath
this hope set on him purifieth themselves as He is pure,’ separated ones
cul clean adrift from the ungodliness of the age, loyal of heart to the King
in the days of waiting for Him—these are the men and women who will
have boldness in the day of His coming. Who will draw the line? I do not
know. It is for each of us to make application of this truth in solitude.”

We trust this sober realization will be received without controversy, for
the shock of being left behind at Christ’s coming would be so great to
those who think they can be saved and yet live as they please. The Bless-
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ed Hope is a purifying hope. If we truly believe Christ is coming soon, we
will not only HOPE to be ready but we WILL be ready. We will purpose in
our hearts, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to live in the assurance of Rap-
ture by living lives that are pleasing to the Lord. Itis when we walk in dis-
obedience to the Word of God that we need to fear, lest we be partakers of
His wrath.

As the Apostie Paul writes: “Be ye therefore followers of God as dear
children,” so we know he is talking to believers.

Then he writes: “But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness,
let it not once be named among you, as becometh saints; neither
filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but
rather giving of thanks. For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor un-
clean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance
in the Kingdom of Christ and ot God.”

Finally, he gives this warning: “Let no man deceive you with vain wgﬂi‘?ds _
for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children oi.
disobedience. Be not ye therefore partakers with them.”

With G. Campbell Morgan, we would urge each one to take to heart this
message. And, if we are living for Jesus and walking in the light of His
Word, then we can be ever ready for His coming.

Like “Everready” batteries that are charged and ready to lightup, so we -
can be “everready” Christians, ready to go up when Jesus comes.

In the words of Jesus, we would urge: “Be ye therefore ready also, for in
such an hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh.”
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