














Sir Francis Bacon expressed this thought so well when
he wrote: ‘A little philosophy inclineth men’s minds to
atheism, but depth in philosophy bringeth men’s minds about
to religion,”” Wrote Bacon at the time of his death: ‘I
bequeath my soul to God...my body to be buried obscurely.”’

While we know religion doesn’t save anyone, it is fair
to say that a concept that accepts religion most always
acknowledges faith in God. The Scriptures tell us this is
the first step to believing, As Hebrews 11:6 reminds us: ‘““He
that cometh to God must believe that he is....”

Yes, faith' in God is important, but it is not enough for
salvation, How many times do you hear people say, ‘‘Well,
I believe in God.’’ We might truly reply, ‘“So does the devil,
but that certainly does not save anyone,”’ V

—1)
fg—,

——
IR ==

43..

From R. P. Guaccius’ Compendium Méleficarum, Milan, 1626.

The ApOstle James writes: ‘‘Thou believest that there is
one God; thoudoest well: the devils also believe, and tremble,”’
(2:19) , . ' ; ;

What do you think of that? Belief in God is not enough,
Nearly all of the major religions accept a belief in God, but
this does not bring man to salvation.
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Peter, following Pentecost declared: ‘‘Neither is there
salvation in any other (save Jesus); for there is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be
saved.,”” Acts 4:12,

The Mohammedan says: ‘‘Repeat the words, ‘There is no
God but Allah and Mohammed is his prophet,’ five times
daily; give alms to beggars; keep the fasts; read the Koran
and make a pilgrimage to Mecca.’

The Hindu priest replies: ‘‘Observe the rules of the
caste; worship the monkey and the cow; crawl through the
dust like a measuring worm to some sacred temple; bathe
in the waters of the Ganges; erect a temple to one of the
million divinities. You may then escape rebirth as a reptlle,
or a beast, or a woman and become absorbed in the deity.”’

The Buddhlst replies: ‘‘Forget that you have a body;
become indifferent to pleasure -and pain and you may attain
to Nirvana--the state of the extinguished flame,’

The Confucius scholar suggests: ‘‘Study the sacred
classics and learn the rules of righteousness.’”’ Confucius
shows the path of duty but cannot help you to follow it, You
must save yourself,”’

Here’s where the Scriptures would remind us that religion
doesn’t save, nor can we save ourselves, Rather, we are told:
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,r and thou shalt be
saved.”” Acts 16:31, »

We would then repeat--belief in God is important, but

it is not enough. It is by trusting the Lord Jesus Christ
- that saves us.
" Plato, one of the greatest minds’ among ‘men, believed
in God and once wrote: ‘‘The soul of man is 1mmortal and
imperishable.”” His most illustrious student was Arjstotle
WhO, in 320 BC, wrote: ‘‘God is mightiest in power, fairest
in beauty, immortal in existence, supreme in virtue; there-
fore, being invisible to every mortal nature, He is seen
through His works themselves,’

We could go on mentioning others who believed and recog-
nized God. Virgil and Horace were among the brilliant
Roman poets who wrote of the Almighty. Dante declared
God’s greatest gift was the freedom of the will, Shakes-
peare, in one of his plays, wrote: ‘‘God be praised, that
to bellevmg souls gives light in darkness, comfort in
despair.’’

What we are saying is that it isn’t unusual to hear great
intellectual minds speak openly and freely of God. But it
is rather strange for Mao Tse-tung of Red China to refer

to God and to speak of having an appointment with Him,
: In reality, all men have an appointment with God., As
we read in Heb., 9:2, ‘It is appointed unto men once to
die, but after this the judgment,”’
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Science - concedes this fact., Dr, Robert H, Williams,
a distinguished author of the book, ‘‘To Live and To Die’’
admits, ‘““Everyone must die; our genetic and metabolic
patterns assure death,”’

A Christian publication, THE UNIVERSAL INQUIRER,
declares: ‘‘Death has gained new and perhaps unprecedented
prominence as a theme in modern religion and culture.’’

Notes a professor: ‘‘The media is alive with death,”
declaring, ‘‘I’ve never seen so many newspaper and magazine
articles, books and television programs on the subject,’’
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Symbol of Death with the motto “My glass runneth
quickly.” Printer’s device of Joost Hartgers, Amsterdam, 1651. -

At one of our universities, a course called ‘“Death Educa-
tion and Suicidal Behaviour’’ was the second most popular
class in 1972, (University of Maryland)

- What a difference death makes in the lives of those
declared to be atheists and infidels, compared with those who
were believers in the Lord Jesus Christ,
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Sir Thomas Scott, on his deathbed, remarked: ‘‘Until
this moment I thought there was neither a God nor a hell,
Now I know and feel that there are both, and I am doomed
to perdition by the just judgment of the A1m1ghty.

Voltaire cried out: ‘I am abandoned by God and man!
...I shall go tohell...!’’ Itis said that the nurse who witnessed
the death of this French infidel exclaimed: ‘‘For all the
wealth of Europe, I would not see another infidel die.”’

An atheist once said: ‘““There is one thing that mars all
the pleasure of my life--I am afraid the Bible is true, If I
could know for a certainty that death is an eternal sleep,
I should be happy. But, here is what pierces my soul, IF
THE BIBLE IS TRUE, I AM LOST FOREVER, *?

What an acknowledgementl ,

There is a fear which grips the hearts of those unpre-
pared to -meet God Tom Paine cried out, ‘““‘Stay with me,
I fear to be alone,”” Hobbs lamented: ‘“I’m taking a fearful
leap in the dark.”’ Talleyrand “feeling the fears of death,
sighed: ‘‘I suffer the pangs of the damned,*’" :

What a way to die! ‘

On the other hand, John Knox wrote; “lee in Chrlst
live in Christ, and the flesh need not fear death i

Luther wrote: “God is the Lord .by whom we escape
death.”” For the believer, death is in reality ‘‘sleep,’’ the
cessation of body functions until the resurrection, Luther’s
last words were joyfully spoken, ‘‘Into thy hands I commit
my spirit,”’

Dwight L Moody, the great evangellst exclalmed I see
earth recedmg, heaven is opening, Geod is calling.”” Moody
died gloriously, declaring; ‘“This is my coronation day,
If this is death, it is sweet,”’ P

No wonder ‘the Scriptures conclude that for the behever
in Christ ultimately ‘‘Death is swallowed up in Vlctory.
We read, ‘‘O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is
'thy v1ctory‘?” I Cor. 15:55-36,

‘The  wife of the famous founder of the Salvation Army,=~~
General Booth, said joyfully: ‘“The waters are rising, but .

" s0 am I, I am not going under, but over,”” Catherine Booth
then gave this advice to those approaching the twilight hour
of life: ‘‘Do not be concerned about dying; go on living well,
The dying will be right.”’

The Apostle Paul, with death approaching, could conclude
his life with these words “I am now ready to be offered,
and the time of my departure is athand, I have fought a good
fight, I have finished my course. I have kept the faith, Hence-
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day:
and not to me only, but untoallthem also that love his appear-
ing.’”’ (2 Tim, 4:6-8) ,
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Paul, facing a martyr’s death, could sense the triumph
of knowing he would soon see his Saviour, For it was he who
declared: ‘‘Absent from the body, present with the Lord.”’

What a glorious hope!

No wonder the martyrs of the past found death glorious.

John Noise, kissing the stake and comforting those dying
with him, declared: ‘“We shall not lose our lives in this
fire, but change them for a better, and for coals have pearls.”’

We could not conclude this broadcast without a reminder
that all of us face death. It is an absolute certainty except
for the coming of the Lord when those believers who are
alive will be suddenly transformed, changed in a moment of
time,

Writes the Apostle Paul, ‘‘Behold, I shew you a mystery;
We shallnot all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment
in the twinkling of an eye.’’ (I Cor. 15:51-52)

It surely is a mystery how these bodies will suddenly
be fashioned in the likeness of our Lord’s glorified body
at His coming. Like the caterpillar turned into a butterfly,
we shall leave earth’s habitation to adapt ourselves to a
heavenly world., Life henceforth shall be a glorious paradise
with no more trouble, no more sorrow, no more heartache,
and no sickness nor death.

Won’t it be wonderful?

While it is wonderful now to be a Christian, yet we are
reminded: “‘If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we
are of all men most miserable (or, to be pitied.)’’ I Cor.15:19)

Yes, life with Christ, lived for Him, can be joyous and
meaningful. But we rejoice in the fact that there is life
beyond the shadow of death, Our Lord declared to His
disciples: ‘In my Father’s house are many mansions, if it
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also.”” (John 14:2-3)

Really, isn’t that precious?

If you’re not saved today, and on your way to Heaven,
don’t you want to be? People plan excursions to distant
lands to see the sights and shrines...why not plan on seeing
Heaven and the mansions our Lord has gone toprepare?
I especially like to read where our Lord says: ‘““If it were
not so I would have told you.’”” But He has told us all about
it, There should be no excuse why you should miss Heaven,

Repent of your sin, turn to Christ for pardon and forgive-
ness, and find peace with God inknowing you’re ready...either
for death should you die, or for Jesus when He comes,

For, remember, He hath said, ‘‘Be ye therefore ready
also, for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of man
cometh,”’
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